
Bible Corrcspondence Course

Lesson 1

A BACKGROUND STUDY OF THE BIBLE rtSELF'

You are beginning what will pmve to be the most interesting and most profitable
study you have ever undertaken. You are going to study the Bible. There has never
been another book like the Bible. There never will be. It is much easier to make it
divine than it is to make it human. On the are that spans the ages hang the works
of mighty men; works of sclence, and of art aad of literature, that light the dim caDopy
of the years. Shining out above them all with the brilliance of tlre sun above the
stars is the Bible.

The word Bible means 'Book.' Bealln the Bible needs no otler descripHon"
Therr are millions of books, but only one Bible. It is in a class by itself.

There are 66 books in the Bible. Ttirty-nine of them are in the Old Testament,
and 27 are in the New Testa^rneut. firese books were not written by a single autror,
but rather, were written by sorne forty men who lived in different countries and who
spoke different langnages, over a period of some 1600 years. Many of them did not
know that others had written. Yet, when their works were assemble4 each fit pen
fectly into tlte pattern. There was not a single contradiction in any of them. At
evety point where any two toucbed upon the same event or subJect therc was porfec'l
hamony. Skepttcs through the centuries have sought to find a single flaw and have
failed. Their efforts to destroy the Bible have been sufficient to establish iL

Written by l.ng;s and sheepherders, noblemen and peasants, farmers and fisher-
men, lt comprises a perfect record of the perfect plans of a perfect God.

Our Bible was not always in the fonn we have it-that is, printed on India paper
and bound in leather. The Bible is older than either paper or printing. Each sep.
arate book was laboriously written, either upon carefully tanned animal skins, or upon
a sort of plant fiber called papynrs. Each was written by hanC and copies were rnade
by hand. Eence they were very sacred, and were greatly treasured.

It is generally agreed that Moses wrote the first five books of the Old Testament
somewhere around 1500 B.C. These are called the Pentateuch. Other writers pro-
vided the rest scattered over the next thousand years. The books were all written
in the Eebrew tongue and were supposedly gathered together first by Ezra (See Neh.
8:6), around 400 B.C. At Alexandria, in 277 B.C. the Eebrew Old Testansat was
translated into the Greek language by seventy scholars, who called it the "Septua-gint" This seems to be the version of the scriptures in general use in Jesust dan
and from whlch he and the apostles guoted.

The Greek language, beiag the language of the land in Jesus' day was used by
the writers of the New Testament to give us the 2?-book record. All these 2? books
were written within a relativety short period of time; the first being written somefira€
after 88 4.D., and the last not later than 96 A.D.



These 27 books were written in much the sane way as the manuscripts of the
Old Testanent. None of them have been preserred for us in fte origiual. The pick
and spade may yet uncoyer one of the original letters in the mins of some ancient
city, but as of now, none of them are known to exist.

Elowever, we oan be absolutely certain that we have the letters of the apostles,
exaetly as they were first written. Eerewith is presented some (and only a portion)
of the proof: We have today the writings of some two score church leaders of the
first and second centuries, who quote freely from the actual copies of the apostles'
letters. Some think that if the New Testament were completely destroyed it could
be reproduced from quotations of others rrho had access to the actual letters.

Then, we have at present three famous manuscripts that date back to the fourth
and fifth centuries. They are the Sinaitic Manuscript, the Alexandrian Manuscript,
arrd the Vatican Manuscript. These three, which were in all probability direct copies
of the original letters, and which bear no evrdence of having a common origin, other
than those original letters, are indisputable proof that we have the Testament today ae
the apostles gave it.

Third: There are dozens of manuscripts of lesser importance, all of which agree,
eacept for copyistst errors with these, and with the quotations of church leaders of
the first centuries. In addition, new eyidence is being unearthed almost every year,
such as the Dead Sea Scrolls, which in every instance substantiat€ existing documents.

Fourth: The Latin Vulgate, translated by Jerome in 406 A.D. from sources
other than the three famous manuscripts mentioned above, agrees in zubstance wtth
these Greek manuscripts. Scholars agree that through comparison of all available
evidence, the conclusion is perfectly safe that we have the New Testament as the
apostles gave it.

There is no way of knowing what translatiorrs of the Bible have been'made and
lost forever in the dead centuries. But we do lcrow that the first surviving English
trauslation of irnportance was made by John lMyclif in England in 1382. Forty years
lpter the Gutenberg Bible made its appearance as the first product of the newly in-
vented printing press. 'William Tyndall completed his translation of the New Testa-
ment in t626, and the Coverdale translation was the first printed Bible in the English
language.

The translation of the Bible met with opposition from the Roman Catholic church,
and some of the translators paid with their lives fc,r their efforts to give the Bible
to the people. It was the contention of the church that the Bible did not belong to
Lhe people, and the Bible was publicly buraed in many places. Yet it has survived,
and today eyery person who wants one may have one. None of us will ever know
the debt of gratitude that we owe to those brave men who struggled so mightlly to'
give the Bible to the common man in his own languagc,

In 1604 the King of England authorized the translation oi irirL'; ::r.:st f:!4ous
vernion: the Authorized version, or the King James Version. He employed the best
scholars available and in 1611 they finished their work and gave to the world what
has remained to this day the standard translation of the English speaking world.

Translations since that time have been numerous. Some have been good; some
bad. Perhaps all of them have made worthwhile contributions to our understancling
of the teachings of Jesus and the apostles. A reading of several different versions
of the Scriptures is about the safest commentary on any given passage of scripture"

We can rest assured that we have the complete New Testament; and that we
have it as it rras gtven- It is God's complete revelation. "Eloly men of God spake
as they were moved by the Eoly Spirit" (2 Pet 1:21). Being thus guide4 t'hey gave
to us a perfect law of liberty. "Every Scripture is inspired of God, and is profitable,



for teaching, for reproof and correction; for instnrction which is in righteousness'
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished nnto eYetY gocd work" (2
11m. 8:16, 17).

TEST ON LESSON 1

FiU tn the Blonks;

1. The word "Bible" Beans-.-----

2. There are ...-"..-"--..-----.---- books in the Bible.

8. The material upon which the books of the Bible were first written was either

-""" o!

4. The first five books of the Old Testament were written by ------"--"--...."

5. The Old Testament was written in the " language.

6. We have three Manuscripts, the (1)-------.-- --, the (2)---.-

and the (3)--.---.--"-"------ .-which are copies of the original New Testament

letters.

7. The great Latin translaiion of the Bible is called the----------,-----""

8. The first English transutton was made by -.... --."--------

9. lhe most widely used Ergl:rh r.ra,'rslaiion i: the--.-------."- -----"-.-.---.---.--.-:.

10. The reading of sevc-r'al djrfei'cr.t versions gives us a good-.,--"-.---."--.----.-."--.-..---.--...,on

any given p&,:^,-{ir.

Untlerscore the Correct Answers:

1.. Eow many books are there in the New Testament? 66 89 27 29

2" The Old Testament was written in Greek, Ilebrew, Arabic, Latin.

8. The time covered in writing the Bible was 2000, 1600, 100, 1000 years.

4. The books of the Old Testament were first gathered together by Moses, Paul,

Nehemiah, Ezra.

6. Ihe last book of the Bible was written about 600 8.C., 35 8.C., 96 4.D., 160 A.D.

6. The Latin Vulgate was translated by Tyndal, Jerome, Gutenberg, King James.

?. The fit'st pliuted Bible was the Vulgate, King James, Septuagint' Gutenberg.

Complete the Scriptures:

1. Eoly men of God spaLe as.-------"----------- .-.----..(2 Pet. 1:21).



2. Every Scriphrre is inspired of God, and is profitable for,

;;il;;;;;;;;.- 
."""'thoroughrv furnished unto everv sood

Notlce to Sludent:

Tfe are sending you the first two lessons togethen Study No. 1 first and thcn
complete the test. Mail it to us when finished. Keep lesson No. 2. Study, and com-
plete the test on No. 2 while No. 1 is being graded. We will return it to you with
lesson No. 3.

Student, do not write
in this space

Your Name

Your Address -.-.--.----.-.-.-.-

Churdr Freference

Date ---.-.-.-.-.-

Grade



Bible Corespondence Course

Lesson 2

TEE OLD TESTAMENT AND TEE NEW

As you take up your Bible, you will uotice that there is a blank page about two-
thirds of the way through it. That blank page comes at the end of what is com-
monly called the Old Testament It comes inmsdialsly before what is temed the
New Testament.

These two major divisions of your Bible are important you must thoroughly un-
derstand the significane,e of each of them before you can hope to understand your
BibIe.

The old restament was cod's law to the Jew. It was neier intended to be kept
by Gentiles. rt details God's dealing with the race fmm Adam dowa to chdst. The
New Testament records Godts law for all men both Jew and Gentile since Jesus, death
on the cross. It is most important for us to realize ihat God's will for us is found in
the New Testament-not in the Old.

Eere are thtee reasons why we cannot today go to the Old Testament to find what
God requires of us: (1) The old restament was God's law to the Jew. you \rere
never under it. The ten commandments were given to the Jew only-never to the Gen-tile. (Read Exodus, chapters 19 and 20.) You cannot break the ten commandments
any more than you can break the law of China. You are not and never were under
them. (2) The Old Testament never contained a plan of salvation, not even for the
Jew. At best' all he could do with his sacrifices was to postpone the punishment for
his sins for a yean Eis sacrifices could not take away sin. (B) you are not under
the OId Testament because Jesus took the law of Moses out of the way at his death.(Ee taketh away the old (covenant) that he might establish the new (covenant) by
the which will we are sanctified', (Eeb. 10:10).

The old restament is divided into five natural divisions: (1) the books of lry:
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. (2) The books of history:
Joshua, Judges, Buth, 1 and 2 samuel, 1 and z Kings, L and z chronicles, Ezra, Nehe-
mia'h, and Esther. (8) The books of poetry: Job, psalms, proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
songs of solomon. (a) The MaJor Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezek-
iel, Daniel; and (5) the Minor Prophets: the last 12 books.

Luke gives a slightly differeat arrangement, noting only three divisions: the
Law, the Prophets and the Psalms (see Luke 2*M).

the ffrst division, the Pentateuch as it is generally called, is generally accepted
as the works of Moses. It relates the lristory of the human race from the time 

-God

created Adam until the nation of Israel was ready to enter Canaan. In this divrsion
we find the story of creation, the Fall, the Flood, the call of Abraham, the birth ol
rsaac, and of Jacob, the story of Joseph, the going down into Egypt, the bondage, the
€xodus, the giving of the law and the wandering ia theerildemess.



During the early part of this period (from the creation to Mount Sinai), there
was no written law. Each head of a family acted as the priest or patriaX.ch of the
tribe, and directed its worship. This gave rise to the term 'sPatriarchal dispensations."
All fte world, except the Jews, worshipped under this pattern until Jesus came.

The Jews were given a special lav (recorded in Exodus 20). This law was in
addition to what all the people had, and was "added because of transgtession." This
law, embodied in the ten commandments, was givea only to the Jew. No other except
the Jew ever had any part in it. lhis written lbw was given to fulfill God's pronise
to Abralan to make his seed a mighty nation. Through the keeping of the Law of
Moses the Israelites did become a mighty nation.

The second division, the books of history, gives a brief history of the Jeudsh
nation. After their entry into Canaan, the Israelites dwelt in the land governed by
"Judgesr" or leaders who arose to meet each crisis in fsrael's history. Later, the
people "desired to be like their neighborr" and wanted a king. God gave them a king
in the person of Saul. Ee was followed by David, and David was succeeded by his son,
Solomon. Then the kingdom was divided into a northem and a southern kingdom.
The northem kingdom was called Israel and the southem kingdom was called Judea"
After rel;atively brief periods of history,Israel was conquered by Syria, and Judea
was conguered by Babylon. The Israelites were dispersed among other nations and
their identity lost forever. The men of Judea were carried away to Babylon, where
they were enslaved 70 years. At the end of that time, a remnant, led by Nehemiah,
rehrrned to rebuild the walls of Jemsalem. That was some 450 years B.C.

The books of poetry are simply the hymns of praise and devotion, and the epic
poems of the Jews. Through translation they have lost much of their poetic fom, but
they still hold for us a wealth of beautiful sentiment and powerful erqlression.

The fourth and fifth divisions: the prophets give us the preaching, the warning,
and the observation of Goti's serrants who lived among his people, the Jews, at dlffer-
ent periods of their evenfful history. Through the works of the prophets especially,
God gives us a complete and per{ect picture of the coming Messiah, and of what he
$ould mean to the world.

The New Testament has four nahrral divisions. Ihey are: (1) The Parallel
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; (2) The history of the beginning of the
church: Acts of Apostles; (8) the Epistles, Romans through Jude; and (4) hophecy,
Revelation.

The books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John begin, generally speaking, witb an
account of the events surounding the btrth of Christ. They are four parallel accounts
of four different men of the life of Christ. These biographies of our Lord each con-
tain peculiar points of their own, but in the points wherein any two or more of them
touch on the same event they are in perfect harmony. The facts of the gospel are
given in t-his divisiou of the New Testament Enough material is presented to make
any honest reader believe that Jezus is tle Christ, the son of the living God. ff one
does not believe in Jesus, this is the division <rf the New Testament that he should
study.

The book of Acts is a book of history. Jesus gave the great commission to his
apostles. Ee told them to "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shal be damned" (Mark 16:16, 16). Almost with these words he left them. As we
opera the book of Acts the apostles are in Jerusalem where Jesus had told them to
urait uatil they were endued with power from on high. Then the power c.tme on the
day of Fenteeost. The apostles started out. 'What were they going to do? They were
going to obey the Lord. What had the Iord told them to do ? IIe had told tlrem to go
noke dieciples. So they were going out to make some disciples.



And Luke went along. Ee wrote down a diary of what they did and how they
did it. When they made a disciple he wrote down how they did it Today, if one

wishes to make a disciple he can turn to the book of Acts and find out exactly how to
make one. The record of at least eight different instances where disciples were made

by the apostles can be found in the book of Acts. They may be found in Acts % 8' 9,
10, 16, and 18:8.

Then, following this history of the beginning of the church we haYe 21 lettens
written to churches and to indivlduals who had become Christians. firese letters were
written to them to instnrst them ia how to live the Christian life; how to worship ac-

ceptably; and to give them courage to face the stnrggles the early saints had to face.

Then in the last book in the New Testament the eye of faith is tuned heavenward
and the saint can see the pearly gates standing aJar, and the redeemed of the ages
gathering home.

TEST ON I/ESSON 2

'Wrlte tofest or ttl{oo in the Blanke:

1. There are two major divisions of your Bible, the Old Testament and the New.--..-----'

2. The Old Testament has five major divisions.-.-."-""--"----.----

8. The New Testament has three major divisions.------.

4. You can find what God reguires of us in the Old Testament ---

6. You must keep the ten commaadments.---""--.------"--.--

6. The nation of Judea was captured by Syria.------

7. One would expect to fiud the story of the birth of Christ in Acts..---------------- -

8. Instnrction in Cbristiar living is found in the letters to the e.hurches.--

9. The beginning of the church is recorded in Acts.---.----

10. There were 19 letters writteu to churches and individuals who had become Chris-

tians.---.----------------

FilI in the Blanks:

1. The Old Testament was God's law to the ----------------

2. The New Testament records God's law for--"---"-----------

& Following the rcign of...--.-"--.--------. the kingdom was divided into two king'

doms; the kingdom of---------..----------.---.-.--.r, and the kingdom of-..-......-.---..---

4. The apostles receivetl the power by which they carried out the Great Commission

ou t-he day of-.--.-----.



5.

6.

The eight ileteiled cases of conversion are listed in the book of ------.-----.---.-

wmte dowa the details of how the apostles made saints out of

sinners.

7. The book of----.---- .--.---.describes heaven.

Complete the Scrlpture:

1. Go ye into sU the world and.-------------.-. ...--to every creature-

Ee that.-..--.-- -----"------and is---.--.--...----.--- shall be saved (Mark

16:16, 16).

2. But when they---- -.--...--....."..Phi1ip preaching the things concerning the

kingdom of Cod and the name of Jesus Christ, they were..

both men and women (Acts 8:12).

8. And Crispus, the chief mler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord and his house;

and many of the Corinthians,.. --.--..---.-.".-.-..'

and were (Acts 18:8).

Note to the Student:

Keep this lesson No. 2 while test No. 1 is being sent to us. We will grade test
No. 1 and return it to you along with Lesson No. 3.

Student, do uot write
in t-his space

Your Name

Your Address

Church Preference
Grade



Bible Corespondence Course

Lesson No. I
FBOM TEE CBEATION TO TEE CONQUEST OF CANAAN

You are now ready to begin a study of the Bible narrative itself. the Old Testa-
ment is divided into two great periods, or dispensations: the Patria,rchal, extending
from the creation to tbe time of deliverasce from Egpltian bondage; and the Mosaio,
extending from the g'rying of the Law of Moses to the end of Old Testameint bistory.
Old Test€,m€ut htstory ends about 400 yea,rs beforc the coming of Christ

For the purpose of this course we have arapged the Patriardral dispensadon
tnto four sections. they are: The Period Bdore the,F'lood, After the Flood, Jbwlsh
Patriarrcbs, and Egypttan Bondage. The Mosalc dispensaffon ts arranged tn dght sec.
tions; whlch are Wllderness Wanderingg Conquest of Canaan, Judges of Israel,
lte Untted r(frrgdoml the Divided Kingdom, the Kingdom of Judah, Babylonlan
Captivity, and tbe Bestoption of the Jews. In this lesson the four secdons
of the Pada,rrhal perlod and two sections of the Mosaic period are presented.
Thls means that the btstory of the Old Testament will be studied in two lessons. Ob-
vlouslg the student wlll not have time to read all the Old Testanent durtag thls
correspondeace course, therefore, we recommend that you study careftlly the charts
oa the lnslde pages of this lesson, noting especially the varlous periods. If you wlll
ffx fltmly in your rnlad the periods of Old Testauent history and some general howl-
cdge of what occurred, your future stilraly of both Testanents will be more profltable.

I%s Old Teeb,mt b the tnspired word of God and has been preserved so that we
aight have t&e b$oruaadon that it contains. A howledge of the Old Testa,ment is
aeeersa.}lr ta ord€r for us to properly appredate the teacbing of the New Testa,mert
Someoae has sai4'The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed, and tbe New
Testa,ment fu the Old Testanent revealed." Eowever, we are not livlng uader the Old
Law ia this pertod of rlne (Cbristian Age), but under the New Testament; therdore'
ln this eorrespondeuce c<xuse we will put a greater emBhasls ou the New Testament
than on th€ Old Tests,m€nL In a fuhue lessoa we will dlssuss the two covoants and
show that God bss ordsed that people living tn the Christian Age should be bound
by the Nsry TestaE@L

The charts preseuted tn this lessou and the lessons to follow should be of great
value to tlosg who are lnterested ln couducting a morie detailed Etudy of Godts word
in the ftture. The conespoudence course will not inctude a study of the Old Tests-
meurt prophets. Eowwer, in Lesson No. 4 we will show when each prophet ltved and
tibe condffons that obtaiaed when he wrote his prophecy. Ia studylDg Old Testaneat
prophets oae should always have ln mind the situadon uader whieh the propbet tmte,
otherwiso his words mlght seem uninteUigible and hts prophecy yague. The stud€nt
of, the Blble should have a general howledge of the coata.ts of 'The BookS so that hts
studl€s wtll be finttful This course is desigaed to give one this general howledge
aod euble hl- to read the word of God to greater proffL



BEFORE TEE FLOOD

Creation to the Flood
Scriptures: Genesis 1 to 5

From B.C. 4004 to B.C.
2848. L666 years covered.

Outstanding Ctaracters
God, Adam, Eve, Satan

Outstanding Events
The book of Genesis is

the first book in the Bible.
The word Genesis meanu

"beginning." The first
part of Genesis records
the creation as follows:

lst day-Light
Znd day-Air and water
8rd day-Land and plants
4th day-Sun, moon and

stars
6th day-Fowl and fish
6th day-Bmte ard ma,n
?th day-God rested

Next we read of the be-
einning of sin. God had
commanded the first pair
not to eat of the tree of
the lorowledge of good
and evil. Eve was tempt-
ed by the devil and ate of
the forbidden fruit. Adam
also ate. God puaished
their rebellion by castiag
them out of the garden of
Eden.

Beginning of sacrifice.

Cain killed his brother
Abel.

The book of Job was
probably written during
thie period.

AFTEB TEE FLOOD

Flood to Call of Abraham
Scriptures: Gen. 6 to 11

F'rom B.C. 2348 to B.C.
192L. 427 years coYerd.

Outsta.rding Character
Noah

Outstanding Ehents
Man became wicked and

very sinful. God repented
that he had made man
and resolved to destroy
him by a flood. However,
Noah was righteous and
God saved Noah and his
family. God commanded
Noah to prepare an ark
throush which he wag
saved from death.

The second begiuning.

The tower of Babel was
an attempt to build a
tower reae,hing into heav.
en in order for the people
to have a place of safetY.
This was done without
the approval of God. As
punishment God confused
the language of the peo-
ple, thus -the beginning of
different languages. At
this time God also scat-
tered the people abroad
over the face of all the
earth.

JDWISE PATRHBCES

Abraham to Egypttan
Bondage

Scriptures: Gen 12 to 45

From B.C. 1921 to B.C.
1706. 216 years covered.

Outstanding Ctaracters
Abraham, fsaac, Jaeob,

Joseph

Outstan.ling Svents
God called Abmham to

leave his homeland and go
into the land of Canaan
(Palestine), and promised
to make a gteat nation of
his children. ffi also
promised Abraham that
in his seed all of the na-
tions of the earth would
be blessed.

Abraham becane the
father of two sons: fsh-
mael and Isaac.

Isaac was the child of
promise and inherited the
pmmise God had made to
Abrahan, while Ishmael,
who became the father of
the Arabs, "had to leave
bis fathet's house.

Isaac was the father of
tudn sons, Jacob aad
Esau. Jacob iuherited
Godts promise. His narne
was changed to fsrael,
thus his offspring were
known as the nation of
Israel. Ee was the father
of twelve sons, each of
whom headed a tribe of
Israel.

Joseph, one of the sons
of Israel, was sold iato
slavery in Egypt by hrs
brothers, rpho were jeal-
ous of him. In the pro.cess
of time all of Ismel's sons
beca,me slaves ia ESyTt



EGYPTIAN BONDAGE

Slavery in Egfpt to
Exodus

Scriptures: Gen- 46 to Ex.
11

tr'rom B.C. 1706 to B.C.
149t. 215 years covertd-

Outstanding Characters
Moses, Pharaoh

Outstanding Events
After Joseph was sold

as a slave, he came into
favor with the king
(Pharaoh) by interpreting
a dream for him. Because
God was with Joseph and
bleesed him, Joseph be-
eame the g:ovenror of
EgypL Eis fa,mily soon
moved to the land of
Egypt After the Pbaraoh
who knew Joseph was
dead a,nd a different
Pharaoh mled overECy"b
the nation of Israel was
rcduced to abJect slavery.
When their bondage be-
came unbearable t.hey
cried to God for help.

God raised up Moses as
a deliverer of the nation
of Israel

Pharaoh let the people
go because Godn through
Moses and Aaroa (Moses'
brother), sent plagues oa
the land The last plague
was the death of the first
bom in every Egyptian
house. ffi commanded
the Israelites to sprlnkle
the blood of a lamb ou
their doorposts, and wben
he saw the blood he did
not destroy the first bom
in that housa. Thie was
the beetmtng of the
PassoYer feagL

Pharaoh rcleased the
na6ou of Isra€I. ltsy
crosaed oven tbe B€d Sq
as oa dry land and en-
terd the w&lemess.

WILDEBNESS
WANDERINCS

Exodus to Cangsn
Scriptures: Ex. 12 to

DeuL 84

From B.C. 1491 to B.C.
L46L. 40 years covered"

Outstanilin g Character
Moses

Outstanding Events
The people were led to

Mount Sinai by Moses.
They were there about a
year, during which time
God g:ave the law to
Moses, hence it is some-
times called the Mosaic
law. Moses made the law
lmown to the people and
they agreed to live by it.
The law is very compler;
one may read the law'iu
the books of Leviticus and
Numbers.

The nation then marched
to the JordanRivenwhich
is a nahrnl boundary of
Canaan. MoseE sent 12
spies to spy out the lald.
They retwned with an un-
favorable rcport and the
people rebelled agaiust
Moses. For this etn, and
because they had persist"
ently complained andmur-
mured against God and
his commaads, God con-
demned that generation
of people to die in the
wildeIaess.

Moses died bdore the
nation emtered the land of
Canaan.

CONQUEST OF
CANAAN

Entrance to the Judgps
Scriptures: Josh. 1 to 24

From B.C. 1451 to B.C.
1400. 61 years covered.

Outstanding Character
Joshua

Outstanding Events
After the death of the

great propbet Moses, God
appointed another leader
for the nation. IIis name
was Joshua.

Joshua led the people
over the Jordan Biver and
iato Canaaa, the la.ud of
promise. Under the gen-
eralship of Joshua the
people eonducted a soc-
cessful invasion aud con-
quest of the land of Ca-
naan. The first city they
attacked was Jerieho. God
caused the walls of the
city to fall down after the
people demonstrated their
trust ald faith in God by
obedieace to his com-
mands. Thus it is written,
'.By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down, after
they were compassed
about seven days' (Eeb.
11:80).

Following the victory at
Jericho, the nation was
defeated at Ai because
one. man in Isr"€l had
sinned" He was put to
deatb" The nation went on
to completely subdue Ca-
naan and possess all of
the land ftat God had
promised to give them.

Joshsa aUvided the laud
anoqg the people aseotd-
tng to the direetio:rs that
God had given through
Moses. Josbua e*horted
the people b keep tbe law
of Hoss, and he did at
t.ho age of 110.



TEST ON LESSON NO. 3
I'tU tn the Blanks:
1. The two great divisions of the Old Testament are the

ald the ----.--.. dispensations.

2. The period before the flood lasted ---------------------------- years.

8. Ishmael was a son of

4. Ishmael was the founder of the -- natiou

5. -------------.--- .--- years are covered by the Patriarchal period.

6. At the tower of Ba.bel God --------- the language of the people.

7. People living iD the Christian age are governed by the - Testament.

8. The book of Job was written during the --.-.-----.---- --.--. dispensation.

9. The law of Moses was given at the beginning of the
dispensation.

10 The last plague sent on the land of Egypt was the .---..-----..-----.-. of the

11. Ltst the outstanding characters of the Jewish Patriarch selestion of the
Patriarchal period.

12. Underline the four sections of the Patriarchal period: Before the Flood; After
the Flood; Jewish Patriarchs; Egyptian Borrdage; Wilderness Wanderings; Con-

quest of Canaan; The ProPhets.

18. Consult Genesis 36:22-26. Underline the names of the men who were the sons

of Jacob: Reuben, Esau, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Matthew, Issach.irr, Zebulun,

Joseph, Fred, Benjamin' Dan, Naphtali, Gad. Asher;

14. Underline the correct 4nswer: The walls of Jericho felt by faith ouly. Tho

walls of Jericho fell by works ouly. the walls of Jericho fell by the power of
God after the people had dmonstrated their faift by obedience.

Stuflent may wrlte here any €onneBt or question Uso addfion8l sh3gt if needed.

Notlce to Student:
Keep tbis lesson No. 3 for shrdy while test No. 2 comes to us. We will g1ado

test No. 2 and mail back to you with lesson No. 4.

$bdeatl do aot wdte
ta thls space

Your Name

Your Address

Girzde
Chu!& Plrc€erence

Date .-.---.-----.



Bible Correspondence Course

Lesson No. 4

F'ROM TEE JIIDGES OF ISRAEL TO TEE RESTORATION OF THE JSWS

In this lesson we will study the last six sections of the Mosaic Age. By consult-
ing the charts on the inside pages of this lesson, one can readily see at what period
in Israel's history the various prophets lived and prophesied. Also the authors
of the books of poetry are identified and the writings arranged in their proper placo
in Old Testament history. The book of Psalms contains songs of praise which wero
frequently sung in the religious meetings of the people. The books of Ecclesiastes,
Song of Solomon, and Froverbs contain wise sayings. It is important for the student
to understand conditions that existed at the time the prophets lived and wrote.

Isaiah is called the messianic prophet because he speaks more of the first advent
of christ than any other old Testqment writer. The 58rd chapter of the book of
Isaiah is one of the most beautiful and impressive prophesies conceraing the coming
of Christ. Isaiah is also the prophet who foretold the virgin birth.

Jeremiah is called the weeping prophet because it was his duty to prophesy
conceraing the captivity of the nation. Ee also wrote the book of Lamentations.

Ezekiel prophesied during'the period of Babylonian captivity as did Daniel
Daniel. The book of Daniel contains some interesting infomatiou concerning

the time of establishing Messiah's kingdom. Daniel interpreted a dream for King
Nebuchadnezzar in which he foretold that four gpeat earthly kingdoms would arise.
The last of these was to be the Roman Empire. Ee prophesied that in the days of
this kingdom the God of heavea would set up a lringdom that would never be destroyeil"
Three of these earthly ti'lgdoms had waxed and waned and the foirrth was in power
then. The people, therefore, orpected the appearanc" e1 King-Messiah.

Jona} was sent to rebuke the people of Nineveh and exhort them to repenl
Nahum lived 150 years after Jonah and had a similar mission to the Ninevites.
Obadiah prophesied the doom of the nation of Edom.
Hosea.and Amos prophesied to the nation of Israel, while the seven other miaor

prophets were sent to the nation of Judalr-
Joel prophesied just before the Assydan captivity.
Eaggai encouraged the people repairing the temple after the captivity.
Zephania[ prophesied that a remnant of the people would be saved.
Micah foretold that Christ would be bom in Bethlehem of Judea.
Zachartah prrophesied certain events in the life of Chlist, including the fact that

he would be sold for thirty pieces of silven
Eaba,kkuk assured the people that ultimately God's pu4rosgs will be realized.
Malachi is the last book in the Old Testa,ment. Ee r,ebuked the people for their

failure to conscientiously sewe God. Eis chid complaint against the nation of lgf,a€t'
was that they did little more than pay lip serrice to Jehovah.



JUDCES OF ISRAEL

Judgeg to the Kingdom
Scriphrres: Judges 1 to

1 Sa,m. 10

From B.C. 1400 to B.C.
1096. 805 years covered.

Outstanding CharacteR
Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar,
Deborah, Gideon, Abime-
lech, Tola, Jair' Jephthah,
Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Sam-

son, Eli, Sa,muel.

Outetanding Eivents
This section marks tbe

beginning of an unbroken
line of prophecies con-
ceming Chtist.

During this period Is-
rael was ruled by a series
of jufues. These judges
are named above. During
this time Israel beca,me

wieked and at various
times in their historY
worshipped idols. TheY
forgot all of the things
that God had done for
them and rebelled against
tlhe Mosaic law. Because
of their sinftl atdtude
God alloFed the aeigbbor-
ing nations to invade Is-
radl and harass his cove-
nant people. Tbis was
done in an attemPt to
cause Israel to see the
folly of not obeYiag Gbd's

law. Eowever- the nation
seemed unwtlling to leam
and plunged deePer into
dn

The bmk of Buth was

Tdtt€n durlng t,his D€rfotl

THE UNITF;D KINGDOM

Kingilom to the Division
Scriptures: 1 Sam. 9 to 1
Kings 11; 1 Chron. 10 to
2 Chron. 9

From B.C. 1096 r,o B.C,
976. 120 years covered.

Outstanding Chqracters
Saul, David, Solor$on

Outstanding Ehents
After the people of Is-

rael had been nrled by
judges for a period of 305
years, they began to de-
sire an earthly king that
they might be like the na-
tions around them. Though
this displeased God and
constituted a reiection of
Jehovah as their King,
God pemitted them to
have an earthly monarch.

The first king to reign
over fsrael was Saul. Ee
se:rzed well for a time, but
soon didobeyed God and
was rejected as king. He
died in a war with the
Philistines.

Saul was 'succeeded bY
a matr naed David vho
was a son of Jesse. DaYid
wa"s a good man and
served the nation well
During his reigrr Israel
became a world power. Ee
died an old man, well-
loyed .by all the peoPle.

David was sncceeded bY
his son, Solomon, who was
giveu wisdom from ff.
Ee is usually called 'the
wise man." During his
reign fte temPle at Jenr-
salem was built. Solomon
was sensual as a Yqung
man but beca,me Dore
.sprttual later.

The books of Psalms,
hoverbs, Ecclesiastes and
Song of Solomon belong
in tbis period.

THE DIVIDM
KINGDOM

Division to Fall of Israel
Seriptures: 1 Kings 12 to
2 Kings 20;2 &ron t0-82

From B.C. 975 to B.C.
722, 263 years covered.

Outstanding Characterrs

Kings of Juiloh
Behoboam, Abijam, Asa,
Jehoshaphat, Jehoram,
.Lhaziah, Athaliah, Joash,
Lmaziah, Azariah, Joth-

am, Ahaz, Eezekiah.

Kings of Israel
Jeroboarn, Nadab, Baasha,
Elah, Zimri, Omri, Ahab,
.lrhaziah, Jehoram, Jehu,
Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Jero-
boam II, Zachariah, Shal-
lum, Menahem, Pekahiah,

Pekah, Eoshea.

Prophets
Elijab, Elisha, Isaiah

Outstanding Events
After the death of Sol-

omon, his son attempted
to aszume his role as king
of Israel. 'Eowever, be-
cause of a rash and unjust
decision, the people re-
jected him as king aad a
division of. the kingdom
followed. The northern
half of tls kingdorn was
called Israel; tle south-
ern half, Judah.

1ag kingdom of Judah
made a token effort to
keep the Mosaic law,
while t'he kingdom of Is-
rael turaed to idolatry
and became very sinful.
During the reign of Eo-
shea, the kingdom of Is-
rael was carried captive
to Assyria.

The prophets Joel,
Amos, Micab, Nahum,
Isaiah, Jonah and Eosea
belong in thie period.



THE KINGDOM OF
JT]DAE

Fall of Israel to Fall of
JuiIah

Scriptures: 2 KnSs 2l-26i
2 Chron. 33-36

From B.C. 722 tq B.Q.
687. 136 years covered.

Outstaniling Characters
Kings of Judah (Ooutt,)

Manasseh, Amon, Josiah,
treboahaz II, Js[6iqkin,
.Iehoiachin, Zedekiah.

ootrgXan;ting Xhents
After the fall and cap-

UviW of Israel, Judah
continued alone for a pe-
riod of 135 years. There
\ras a revival of religion
untler Josiah aad the
irophet Jeremial. Eow-
ever, the people soon fell
into idolatry and became
very wicked.

God was displeased
with Judah and allowed
three invasions of the
land. In the tbird and last
invasion Jenrsalem and
the temple were destroyed
and the people w€r€ Gar-
ried as slaves to Babyloa.

Babylon had become a
world power and hail
oYercome the natiou of
Assyria.

the books of Zephani-
a.h, Habalikulg Obadiab"
Jeremiah and Lanenta-
tions belong in tbis period.

BABYLONIAN
CAPTNTITY

Captivity to Beturn
Scriptures: 2 Kings 26:

8-21; Daniel

From B.C. 587 to B.C.
537. 60 years covered.

Outstanding Ctaractet
Daniel

Outstanding Events
It is in this section of

the Bible.that we read of
Nebuchadnezzat's drean,
Dan 2; the fierY fomace'
Dan. 3; Belshazzar's feast'
Dan. 6; Dadel in the
lion's den, Dan. 6; Daa-
iel's vision of the restoxa-
tion of Israel, Dan. 7; and
Jeremiahis letter, Jeremiah
29.

The prtphecies of Ezbk-
iel and Daniel beloug in
this period.

BESTOBATION OF TEE
JUWS

Return to Cenaan to the
&rd of O. T. History

Scriptures: Ezra, Nehemi-
ah, Esther

Flom B.C. 637 to about
8.C,446. About 92 years

Outstanding Characters
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

Oo1rtra1iling Events
Though the children of

Israel were carried to
Babylon as sl,aves, be-
cause of the experiences
of Esther and other simi-
lar events, they soon en-
joyed a certain amount of
liberty. For this reason
many of the Jews were
happy in Babylon and had
little desire to return to
Canaan. Eowever, a few
devoted Israelites longed
to return to their home-
land, rebuild tlre temPle
and worship God.

fn order to effect this
restoration, God raised up
certain strong characters
to lead the nation. BabY-
lon fell to Persiao alrd
Cynrs, King of that coun-
try, pemitted the Jerys
who so desired to retom
to Jenrealem. There were
three pilgrimages to Ca-
aaan; the first was under
Zenrbbabel The second
under Ezra, and the thlrd
untler Neheruriah. Nehe-
miah led a group to Jeru-
salem in the year UE B.C.
The temple was rebuilt'
and the nation of Israd
was once again in exist-
ence. However, they never
again attained the promi-
nence that they enJoYed
under David and Solomon

The books of Eaggal'
Zachaiah and Malachl
belong iu this per-io&



TEST ON LESSON NO. 4
AlI in the Blanks:

1. Isaiah is called the --.-.---.-.---.. --"-.--.. prophet.

2. Jeremiah wrote the book of
8. Daniel foretold that Messiah's kingdom would be established in the days of the

4.

o.

6.

The first king of Israel was

Solomon is usually called the

'AJrd it came to pass, when all .------.-.------- ."-. heard that Jeroboam was

come again, that they seat aud called him unto the ---..-.--.-.-......-. and

made him over all trsrael: There was none that followed the

house of .., but the tribe of Judah only" (1 Kings 122201.

Unile'rline the Correct Answers:

1. After the division of Israel, the northem half of the Hngdom was called: Judoh,
Asa, Edom, Israel.

2. The prophets belonging to the period of the divided kingdoms are: Joel, Psalms,
A.rnos, Micah, Ezra, Nahum, fsaiah, Jona,h, Ilosea, Nadab, George.

3. After the fall of Israel, Judah continued alone for a period of: Six months,
268 years, 186 years, The kingdoms fell at the same time.

4. During the Babylonian captivity period the outstanding character was: Josiah,
Ruth, Esther, Daniel.

6. After the Babylonian captivity the first return to Canaan was under the leader-
ship of: Ezra, Nehemiah, Zerubbabel, Saggai.

6. In Babylonia the Jews enjoyed a certain amount of: Percecution, Liberty'
Eatred, 'Wine.

?. A prophet of the restoration period was: Malachi, Nahum, Obadiah.

8. Old Testament history ends about: ME B.C.' 27 8.C., 6 A.D.

If the stuilent desires to make any comment or ask a quetiorq please use adilitional
sheet.

Notice To Student:
Keep this lesson No. 4 for study while test No. 3 comes to us. We will grade

test No. 3 and mail it back to you with lesson No. 6.

Student, do not write
in this space

Grade

Your Name

Your Address -------"--.---..

Church Prefertnce

Date --.---.------



Bible Conespondence Course

Lesson No 5

UIYDERSTANDINE YOUR NUW TESTAMENI

Many of us pick up our Bibles aud rcad at random a chapter here and there and
Iay them down. At interrals we repeat the process, and wonder, after ye4rs of such
practice, why it is we know so little about the Bible. We are proue to assume that the
Bible is an unexplainable mystery. In this lesson we want to give some rules that
will help you to understand your New Testament.

'We have found that we live today under the New Covenant, as revealed in the New
Testanent. fire old convenant, containing the law of Moses has been taken out of the
way. Tnrly, it was given by the hand of Jehovah. It contained divine ordinances. It
was intended for the Jewish nation to keep, but the old covenant was intended only
for the Jewish nation. It was never intended for the Gentiles. In the second place,
the old covenant never contained a plan of salvation-not even for the Jew. rTis sacri-
fices untler the old covenant could not atone for bis sins. This covenant, which was
given to the Jew was but a "schoolmaster to lead us to Christt' Jesus took it out of
the way at the cross.

'we live under the New covenant. In Heb. 10:10 the writer says, "He taketh away
the first (covenant) that he may establish the second. By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus once for all.',

It is true that God in sundry times and in divers manners, did speak in times past
to our fathers through the prophets. It is also true that he has spoken unto us in this
age through his Son.

It is right to read the Old Testament. It should be studied in order that we may
have the benefit of the experience of the thousands who lived under the old covenant,
and who serred God under it. But no one among: us ueed go back to the old Testa,ment
to justify a religious practice, or seek divine command. 'we are under a different
covenant entirely.

Our New Testament begins with the book of Matthew. It ends with the book of
Revelation. These twenty-seven books are divided into four natural divisions. It is
absolutely necessary that we understand these divisions before we can clearly under-
stand what we read in the New Testament. These four divisions are as follows: The
book of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John constitute the first division. The book of
Acts is the second division. fire letters written to Christians constitute the third
division. And the book of Revelation is the fourth division.

Let us study these divisions separately. The books of Matthew, Mark, Luke aad
John describe the lifetime of Jesus. Roughly they begin with the birth of Jesus and
end with his death, burial, and resurrection. firese four books are sometimes called



the parallel gospels in that they record the same eveuts, and the sane perioil of time,
fmm four different viewpoints. These four books cover the last thirty-three years of
the law of Moses. The Daw of Moses ended at the cross. Jesus lived his lifetime be-
fore the cross. Therefore Jesus lived and died as a Jew uader the law of Moses.
Ee himself said, "I came not to destroy the law but to fulfill the law."

Often in shrdying the New Testament we mske the mistake of making application
of these four books to the New Testament Church. lbese fout books describe a period
of time prior to the beginning of the New Testament church. The eihurch could not
begin until after the death of Christ. It began on the day of PentecosL

Jesus worshipped on the Sabbath day. Ee did so because he was subject to the
law of Moses, and lived while the law of Moses was in force, and the sabbath day
was the day of worship prescribed in that law. Often we confuse that which should
appertain to the old law vrith that which is attached to the new, because we fail to
recognize that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John describe a period of time prior to the
cross alrd prior to the taking out of the way of the Old Testaueut law.

These four books are four catalogues of'facts. They state the fact of God.
They state the fact of Jesus Christ. They state facts conceming God's love, God's
mersy, God's gtace. They state facts conceming Jesust life, his teaching, his death'
his resurrection. It is the pur?ose of these books to establish faith. Facts are to
be believed" Please remember in your study that this first division of the New
Testa,ment composed of tbe books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, ls desigped for
the purpose of establishing faith.

Now we come to the second division of the New Testament-the book of Acts
of the Apostles. Jegus had commissioned the apostles to go into ell the world and
make disciples among every nation. In the book of the Apostles, we have the
dscription of the action of these apostles as they went out, under the great com-
nission, to rrake disciples. The book of Acts is a division all by itself. It contains

the conmands of the Lord, obedience to whicb provides one with access into the
grace of God. The book of Acts is a description of tlre establishment of the church.

It contains the blueprints by which Christians are made. In the second chapter;
tle eighth chapter; the ninth chapter; the sixteenth chapter; and in the eighteenth
chapter we have detailed instnrctions given on how to make a saint out of a
sirnen All the commands of Jehovah concerning first principle obedience to the
gospel are contained in the book of Acts.

Now, commands are given to be obeyed. Facts are to be believed; eommands

are to be obeyed. firerc is no point in giving a command unless obedieuce is ex-
pected. As the first division of your New Testament is designed to produce faith'
this second divisioa is designed to produce obedience. Upon the basis of faith
produced by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and obedience to the commands
given in the book of Acts, one becomes a Christian.

Then, we come to the third division of your New Testaurent. It is comprised

of those letters written to saved people, beginning with Romans and concluding

with Jude, telling them how to stay saved. In this division, designed especially

for Christians, we find instructions on how to live the Christian life. As it is the
purpose of the first two divisions to make christians, it is the puqpose of the
third to teach Christians how to live. If one would know what is required of him
as a Christian let him read the letters written to Christians in which these require-
ments are laid down. lf one would know how to worship God acceptably, let him
read the letters to the churches which instruct Christians in what constifirtes ac-

ceptable worshiP.

Finally, we have the fourth division of the New Testament. It is the book

of Bevelation-*ruly in a class by itself. In this book the aged apostle, John, from



the Isle of Patmos, saw the heavens opened and viewed the thihgs that the re'
deemed shall some day experience when they have goue home to God.

When these four divisions are taken together they constitute a perfect law
of llberty. Paul recogaized this orderly division when he wrote Timothy: "All
scripture ls inspired of God and is profitable for teaching (to produce faith), for
reproof and cortection (to produce obedience), for instruction in righteousness
(third division) that the man of God may be perfect (fourth division) thoroughly
fumtshed unto every good work."

Jesus had the same in mlnd when he said, "Go ye therefore aud teach all na-
tions (to produce faith) baptizing them (second division) into the na,rre of the Father,
aud of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obserre all things whatsoever
I have co--anded you (third division) and Lo, I am with you alway, even until the
end of the world (fourth division)" (Matt. 28:18-20).

TEST ON LESSON NO. 5

Fill in the Blsnks:

1. There are -----.---------"- natural divisions of the New Testament.

2. We live under the --------.------ --------..-"..covenant.

8. The Old Covenant eniled at the

4. .---.----.-.-.-.- -"--------., .------, , ----------..--.--.---------.--.-, and ------,----.-.------.--.-.---- com'
pose the first division of your N. T.

5. The second division, Acts, contains the ----.-.-."-. of the Lord.

6. Acts, Chapter 2, records the beginning of the

?. Instnrction in Christian living comes in the -----.--.---.-- "..-."---- division.

8. The fourth division is the book of -."-.---.---.-.-

9. Together, these divisions constitute a perfect

10. We find detailed examples of conversion in -.------"".."-"-."

Unilerscore the Correct Answers:

1. We live under the: Old covenant, Ten Commandments, New Covenant, law of
John the Baptist.

2. Jesus was subject to: the Law of Moses, the law of Christ, no law, the prophets.

8. The thief on the cross lived under: the law of Christ, the Law of Moses, no law,
the law of John the Baptist.

4. The book of Acts records: the birth of Christ, the first miracle, the establish-
ment of the church, the instihrtion of the Lord's supper. (Hint: Read chapter 2)



The eighth chaFter of Acts records the convssion of the

in the first half and of the in the last haE

of the ehapter.

We can expect instnrctions on how to live the Gtristian life in the ---.------------.-------

division of the New Testament.

Comptete the Scripturee:

1. Many other things did Jesus in the presence of his

which are not written in this boo\ but these were written that--------.-------

.-----.----.-- (John 20:80, 81).

2. Go ye, therefore, and preach the gospel to every creature. Ife that---.--.--

--------- and is ---.----."--.-..--. -- shall be saved (Mark 16:16, 16).

3. And Crispus, the chief nrler of the slmagogue believed' and nany of the

Corinthians hearing, and were

(Acts 18:8).

4. All scripture is inspired of God, and is - for ----------------

for instruction in --.-------. -.-------.---., that the man of Clo'd

may be -..-- thomughly furnished unto every good work,

(2 Tim. 3:16, 17).

Notice to Student:

Keep this lesson No. 6 for study while test No. 4 comes to us. We will grade
test No. 4 and seud it back to you with lesson No. 6.

Student, do not write
in this space

Your Name --,

Your Address

Grade
Church

Date --

Preference



Bible Correspondence Course

Lesson No. 6

TIIE IJFE OF CHRIST

The birth of christ made a greater impression on the world than any other
single event in man's history. we count our years from the date of the birth of
christ. This indicates that about 1,956 years ago somethirig happened that was
infinitely more important than creation itself. That event was the birth of Jisus.

What we know of the life of Christ is recorded in the four books called Matthew,
Marl Luke and John. while these writers will occasionally overrap, eaeh one
gives us information not contained jn the other three. By comparing the writings
of these four men, we have all of the facts of the life of Christ that are essential.

The gospels begin by telling us of an announcement made by the angel Gabriel
to zacharras conce:rring the birth of his son, John the Baptist. Shorfly thereafter,
a similar anaouncement was made by the same angelic messenger to Mary con-
cerning the imminent birth of her son, who was to be named Jesus. Because of
a law enacted by the Roman government, all of the people were required to enroll
themselves for purposes of taxation. Joseph, the husband of Mary, took his wife
to Bethlehem in Judea to be enrolled. while they were there the Messiah was
born. Previously, the angel had explained to Mary that the Holy Ghost would
come upon her and that she, being overshadowed by the power of the Eighest,
would conceive and bring forth a son, even though she wa.s a yixsin.

'We know very little of the early life of Christ, with the exception of the cnrel
edict of Eerod to destroy all the male children in the region of Rama that were
two years of age and under, and of the flight of Josepb, Mary and the child Jesug
into the la,nd of Esypt. After Eerod the Great was dead, the family of Joseph
returaed to the land of Palestine, eventually going to the city of Nazareth 

-in

Galilee where Jesus was raised in comparative obscurity. The curtain of revela-
tion was raised only once to give us a brief glimpse of the growing. boy at the
age of tw€lve when he was carried to Jenrsalem by his parents.

'when Jesus was about thirty years of age he began his personal ministry by
presenting hinsslf to Jobn, the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth, as a candidate
for baptism. From this point forvard John decreased in popularity while Jesus in-
creased. John the Baptist (so called only because he baptized) eventually incurred
the wrath of members of the ruling family and was put to death. Jesus paid agreat tribute to John when he said, "verily I say unto you, arnong' them that are
born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwith-
standing, he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he,, (Matt. 11:11).

Durins the early part of the approximate three-year personal minisbir of
chdst, he selected twelve .men who became his apostles (ones sent). These twelve
men were Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Mat-
thew, James the son of Alpheus, Thaddeus, simon the canaanite, and Judas Ijcariot



These men were appointed to do a special work and were therefore prepared in a
special way, receiving promises and powers fron Christ that were peculiar to them.

Jesus soon becane one of the most popular figures in Palestine. Eis teachins
was striking and different, sometimes emaillrrg and startling the people. Ee per-
fomed many miracles of healing-restoring sight to the blind, hearing to the
deaf, causing the lame to wa\ a.nd cleansing the lepers. In fact, there was no
physical inftrmity over which he did not have complete authority. These mighty
signs and wonders attracted the attention of the people and confirmed his teach-
ins. Eis naee became a household word. Everywhere-in t'he market place,
on the street corners, in the inns, and wherever men gat'hered for conversation-
the name of Christ was mentioned" Could this be a ptophet? lbe Elijah who was
to come? Surely his mission was divinel Or, in hushed tones the people might
breathlessly ask, "Do you suppose this could be the Messiah?" Because of his
great popularity multitudes followed him wherever he went The people crowded
so close upon him on one occasion that Jesus found it necessary to commandeer a
boat and push out a little way into the sea. Ee turaed the boat into a pulpit
to tell his message. Ctrist constantly urged the poiut in his preaching, "Bepent
for the kingdom of God is at hand""

fire religious leaders of the people soon were attracted by the reports of this
strange prophet and sent a delegation to exa,mine Jesus and hear his teaching.
Christ, the great heart-knower, immediately reeognized the purpose of this exam-
ination board, and in a parable taught a lesson designed to remove the curtain
of imputed piety from the Rabbis, scribes and doctors of the law, revealing t-heir
srallness of spirit and bitter prejudice. The report of those sent to hear Jesus
was, of course, unfavorable. From this point fomard the religious nrlers of the
people dogged the footsteps of Jesus and minutely examined his every word a,nd
act, searching for some opportunity to bring charges against him and discredit
him in the eyes of the people. They were afraid to attack Christ because he was
so highly favored of the people, even though they had detennined early in his
personal ministry to put him to death. They, therefore, pretended to respect hirn
w.hile they sought an opportunity to accuse him. firis thin veneer of hypocrisy was
pierced by the discerning eye of the Lord who knew their real purlrose in coming
to hear him. Jesus rebuked the religious leaders and sternly exposed them before
all the people. With heiehtened hatred of the Messiah, whom they considered
to be an empty pretender and for whom they held only disgust they increased
their determination to elininate the man who challeuged their authority.

During the three years of his personal ministry Jesus made three hips to
Jenrsalem. On his final trip to the city, he was received by the people with a
great demonstration of their love for him. The jealousy of the religious leaders
caused them to decide that it was time to act Jesus had previously called the
apostles to be intimately associated with him and to, upon his decease, carry on
the great work that he began. One of these men, Judas Iscariot, the treasurer of
the gtoup, made a diabolical league with the religious leaders, agreeing to betray
Jegus in exchange for thirty pieces of silver (about $17.60). Judas betrayed Jesus
as he prayed in Gethsemane. The soldiers came to carry our Lord before the
Jewish Sanhedrin (the high court of the Jews) to be tried for blaspherny. 'When

false witnesses could not agree among themselves, he was sent to the Boman
govemor, Pontius Pilate, with the request that he be put to death for the alleged
erime of insurrection. The Jewish leaders had so cleverly manipulated the mob
that the same people who had three days earlier shouterl hosanna to the name of
Christ now stood beneath the window of Pontius Pilate and cried with hate-filled
bearts, "Cnrcify himt Crucify him!" Pilate yielded to the pressure.

Jesus was hung on a cross between two malefactors where he died in indescrib-
able pain and anguish. Mother Nature refused to look on the awesome BcenF
the sun did not shine for three hours as "Christ the mighty maker died for man the
creahrre's sin." Ile was taken down from the cross where he died by the tender



aands of those who loved him and was placed in a tomb that had been borrowed.

Eis friends and devoted followers were cnrshed by this victory of the enemies of
Chdst and felt that perhaps they had beu deceived in thinkine hirr to be the
Messiah. But, on the moraing of the tlird dan his mother and some of her close
friends came to the tomb and were corfronted by an angel who said to them, "Lo,
he is not here, he is risen even as he said." Thus his cross became his throne
a,nd what appeared to be ddeat beca,me overwhelning victory. By his resurlection
he established himself to be exactly what he claimed-the long-expected Messiah.

.resus appeared to many witnesses, showing hinself to be alive by many in-
fallible proofs. Shortly before he ascendeil to heaven he appeared unto the deven
apostles and said, t'Go ye into all the world, and preach the pospel to every creature.
Ee that believeth and is baptized shall be saved: but he that believeth not.shall
be damned" (Mark 16:15, 16).

TEST ON LESSON NO.6

FtU tn the Blanke:

1. lbe life of Christ is recorded in the four books

2. In these writings we have all of the facts of the Ufe of Christ that are.--"."-.-.... -.

to our

8. The angel ........"-. announced to Zachartas concernlng the

birth of his son,

4. Jesus was bora in

6. Joseph, Mary and

'When Jesus was about of age he began his

Personal minigfry.

The personal ministry of Christ lasted approximately ------------- yea$.

8. The mighty signs and wonders perfoned by Jesus attracted the

of the --.-.. and his teaching.

9. In his teaching Christ urged the people to "-.-"---."--.--- .."-.---"--------. for

the kingdom of --------------.-- is at hand."

10. Jesus was betrayed by -..---.-----

Unilerline the Correct Answerg:

1. The twelve men selected by Jesus to become his apostles were: Simon Peter,
Andrew, James, Ahaz, Jobn, Nicodemus, Josep\ Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas,

Alpheus, Matthew, James the Son of Alpheus, Matthias, Thaddeus, Simon the
Canaanite, Judas Iscariot.

2. During his personal ministry Jesus wa^s: Rich, popular, poor, King of Judea.

3. On his final trip to the eity of Jerusalem, Jesus was received by the people

with: A demonstration of their love for him, indifference, ridicule and scour.

4. Judas agreed to betray Jesus for: 45 pieces of silver, 6 talents of gold, about

$17.60.

6.

7.



6. Upon his arrest Jesus was first canied to the: Jewish Sanhedrin, Roman gov-
emor, county jail.

Complete the Ssriptures:

1. nAnd ----- came and spake unto them, saying, AU .------"-"...--

is given unto me in beaven and in Go ye therefore, and

all nations, ----- them in the name of

the Father, and of the -""---..----.----------.---., and of the ---..-..."-."." -..-..--...--"."
(Matthew 28:18, 19)

2. (Aud said unto them, Thw it fu written, and thus it behooved

to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that repentance and

---.------------"--"-of sins should be preached in his name among

all nations, beginning at-.--.-.--.------.--. .-.---" Luke 24:46, 47).

8. "And there are also many other things which ------"-..- --..------ did, the

which, if they should be written every one, I zuppose that even the .-------------------

should be written" (John 21:25).

4. "Neither pray I for these alone, but for -.-----.--.--., - also which shall

on me through their ---------....; that they all may

be --"--"."-.."..-.- ; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they

also may be one in -.."",. -.-.-..--....".---.-..-.--..: that the world may "---" that
thou hast sent me" (John 17:20, 21).

Student may write here any comment, or questions. --Use adilitional sheet if neded.

Notice to Student:

Keep this lesson No. 6 for study while test No. 5 comes to us. We will grade
test No. 5 and mail it back to you with lesson No. 7.

Stude.nt, do not write
in this space

Your Name

Your Address ----..-----------

Church Freference
Grade

Date



Bible Conespondence Course

Lesson No. ?

TEE TWO COYENANTS

In the course of the world's history God has given two different written cove-
nants to man. The first of these was the law of Moses given at Sinai. The second
is the law of Christ given in the first century of the Christian age. To properly
understand and appraise the divine law goverrring us today, it is necessary for a
persion to have a proper concept of these two covenants. The two covenants a&
usually called the Old Testament and the New Testa^ment-the law of Moses and
the law of Christ. The law of Moses was an exclusiye law, while the law of Christ
is a universal law. The old covena.nt included the Jews and excluded all other peo-
ples. It was given for the purpose of preparing the world for the reception of King
Messiah and when it had accomplished its purpose it was abrogated. No man liv-
ing today is obligated to the old law. The commands goveming people in thirj
ag:e ale the laws of the New Testament.

fn Galatians 4:21-Paul gives an allegory of two wometL They were Agar
a^nd Sarah, the two wives of Abraham. Paul says that Agar represents the old
covenant and that Sarah represents the new. Ee reminds us that the bond woman,
Agar, was cast out and in clapter 6, verse 4, says, rOhrist is become of no effect
unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.t
Concerning the law of Moses, Paul also says, "Wherefore the law was our school-
master to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith" (Galatians 8:24).
The Mosaic covenant with its rites, rituals, ceremonies, feasts and fasts was given
as a guide until Christ should come and now that Christ has come, redemption is
by him rather than by the old law.

In another place Paul makes this argumeut, "Do rtre begin again to commend our-
selves ? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of
commendation from you ? Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, .known and read
of all men: forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of christ
ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not tn
tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart. And such trust have we through
Christ to God-ward: not that v/e are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of
ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God: who also hath made us able ministers of the
New Testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter Lilleth, but the
spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones,
was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not steadfastly behold'the face
of Moses lor the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away; how shall
not the ministlation of the Spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministration of con-
demnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.
For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the
glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that
which remaineth is glorious" (2 corinthians 3:1-11). The Mosaic law is the ministra-



tion of death written and engraved in stones. When Moses came down fron the
mountain, having received the ten commandnents from H, his face showa as a result
of having been in the divine presence and it was necessary for hirn to put a veil over
his face. In this place, then, Paul clearly refers to the two covenants and plainly
says that one, the old law, is done away and that the other, the new law, remains.

In writing to the chureh at Epbesus Paul refers to the distinction between the
Gentiles a,nd the Jerws. "Wherefore remember that ye being in time past Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called Circumcision in the flesh
made by hands; that at the time ye were without Christ, being aliens frorn the
commonwealth of fsrael, a^nd strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in this world: but noq in Christ, ye sometines wene far off,
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us: having abolished in
his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for
to make himself of twain one new man, so making peace; and that he might reconcile
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby" (Ephesia's
2:11-16). In this place Paul says that in time past something had acted as a barrier
between Jews and Gentiles. IIe tells us that the separating partition was a law of
eommandments contained in ordinances-the Mosaic law-and that this law was
abolished in the flesh of Christ and slain by Christ on the cross. This was done in
order to make Jews and Gentiles one new man in Christ, so making peace. In still
another place Paul says concerning the work of Christ, "Blotting out the handwriting
of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his crossl and having spoiled principalities and powers, he made
a shew of them openlg triumphing over them in it. Let no man therefore judge you
in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the
sabbath days" (Colossians 2:1416).

Paul makes an argurnent based on a well-lcrown principal of law to show that
the old covenant is abolished. I[e hrow that if a man should make a testament, or a
will, and after a time make a second testament, that upon his death his second or last
will and testament is the instnrment used by the adrninistrator of his estate to dis-
pense the heritage. Paul says, ttFor where a testa,Dent is, there must also of
necessity be the death of the testaton Bor a testament is of force after men are
dead: othemise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth" (Eebrews 9:16, 17).
God made two wills, the son died after the second will was made. Therefore, God's last
will and testament is the instnrment that is used ia dispensing bis blessing. In
llebrews 9:15 Paul says, "And for this cause he is the mediator of the New Testament
that by means of death, for tle redemption of the transgressions that were under
the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal in-
heritance.t' There is a new testament, and therefore an old testament. There is a
first testament, and also a second testament. "Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy
will, O God. Ee taketh away the first, that he may establish the second" (Eebrews
10:9).

The old testament is the inspired word of fu and is profitable. It should be
studied and its lessons learned. But it is not the law governing people today. That
old law commands worship ou SaturdaS the offering of bloody animal sacrifices, the
obserrance of feasts and fasts. It is agreed on every hand that we are not obligated
to obsetre these things. The old law is camal, physical, fleshly. The new law is
spiritual. The old law was given that man might be taught to understand and ap-
preciate spiritual values and to strive after those things which remain. It had a def-
inite put?ose and need but having accomplished that pu4rose has been abolished in
the blood of Christ. Jesus said, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one title shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled" (Matthew 6:1% 18). The Lord tells us that the Mosaic law was to



3.

4.

5.

neither be destroyed nor pas til all things be fulfilled" The word "till" is a limiting
word. If we should say a person cannot vote "till" he is 21 years of age, it would be

understood that when he reached the age of 21 he could vote. Jesus said the law
would not pass till it was fulfilled. 'When the law was fuUilled it did pass. Jesus

said that he ca,me not to destroy the law but to fuUill iL We nqrow that the Lord ditl the
thing he ca,ne to do. Wheu he died on the cross he said, "It is finished.r' Jesus had
accomplished his work, completed his mission, and fulfilled the law.

The knowledge that we are under the new covenant rather than the old is vital to
a proper understanding of the Bible and to a proper appreciation of ourresponsibilities
and duties. We cannot go back to the old law for religious authority today. The law
governing us is the law of the New Testa,ment. Let us dedicate ourselves to the
proposition of krowing the law to which we are amenable and obey it.

TEST ON LESSON NO. 7

FiU in the Blanks:

1. The first written covenant God gave us was the

2. The second written covenant God gave was the

The law of Moses was aD -.---. law.

The law of Christ is a .-..--------... -------..--"""-.. law.

Paul gives an allegory of two women which teaches an important lesson concerning

the two covenants. fire two women were -.-."--".-..- ..-.. and

.-..., two of the wives of

.------.-.--.----.-- and

represents the new.

7. -., representing tbe --------------- "----. covenant,
\ras cast out.

8. The -- law exceeds the ---.----------.- - law in glory.

9. Christ took away the.---.---.---.--- that he

might establish the -.---.---.-

10. The Mosaic law was --- to the cross of Christ.

Answer Yes or No:

1. The old law is done away and the new law remains.

2. The old law acted as a barier between Jew and Gentile.

3. The old law was abolished in order to make Jew and Gentile one new
man in Christ.

4. A will or testameat can be changed after the death of the testator.

It is profitable to shrdy the Old Testa,ment.

Christ came to fulfill the law.

6.

6.



7. The old law was not to be destroyed until it was futfiUed.

8. When it was fulfilled, the old law was continued.

9. Christ lived under the old covenant.

--.---.------"--10. Ihe old law was a schoolmaster to bring the people to ChrisL

Gonplete the Scriptures:

1. 'The ------.--. thy . will raise up

unto thee a -.-"--.--------.--- "....-.--.- from the midst of thee, of

thy --.--.-.-"-.-"" ---, like unto me; unto -.----".-"--.

ye shall hearken" (Deuteronomy 18:15).

2. (And there was a -------.---------. --------- that overshadowed them: and a

came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved

, ;"";;;;;;;---- -- ---:--l--- 
- ,-;;":;':**1n- ,

shall enter into the of ---..-.-------------.---------------.-.----";

but he that ----------.-- .-.----. the of my Father

which is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21).

4. 'But those things, which .--------.. before had shoreed by the

mouth of all his -.---.---., that

should suffer, he hath so ------"-."------.--.-"-."."---.----"---." (Acts 3;18).

Student may write here any comment or guestion Use additional sheet if needed.

Notice to Stutlent:

Keep this lesson No. 7 for study while test No. 6 comes to us. We will grade
test No. 6 and mail it back to you with lesson No. 8.

Student, do not write
in this space

Your Name

Your Address .-."-------------.-

Church Preference

Date ------.--.---

Grade



Bible Correspondence Course

Lesson No 8

TEE ESTABLISEMENT OT THE CETIBCH

"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Eoly Ghost hath made you overseersr, to feed the church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his own blood" (Acts 20:2B). From tJris verse of scripture we learn that
the church was purchased by the blood of Jesus. The church is therefore a most
important institution. In this lesson we will be studying about the establishment of
the church that Jesus built.

"For the husband is the head of the wife, even as phrist is the head of the church:
and he is the saYior of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their own husbands in every.thing. Eusbands, Iove your wives, even
as christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, tbat he might present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing: but that it should
be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians 6:28-27). From this statement, which was
written by Paul, we leara that the church is the body to be saved by christ. This is
not to say that the power to save inheres in the church, but rather that in the divine
arrangement of things only those who are a part of the blood-purchased church have
the promise of an eternal saliation. There are ouly two possible states: 1) in the
church, and 2) in the world. People in the world have only the promise of eternal
banishment from the face of God by virtue of the fact that they are still in their sins,
never having obeyed the gospel. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 reads, "And to you who are
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mig:hty angels, in flamins fire taking vengeance ou them tJrat know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punishi:d with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his power, There-
fore, a proper understanding of the church and its function in the world is of
extreme importonce, being vital to those who would serve God aright. Jesus died in
order to cleause the church that he mlght sanctify it and present it unto himself a
glorious church without blemish, spot or wrinkle, holy aad acceptable to Jehovah.

As to the establisbment of the church, the student will remember that during
tihe days of the Babylonian eaptivity the prophet Daniel had foretold that four world
kiugdoms would arise. The last of these was to be the Roman Empire. Daniel said,
'And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up 

-a 
kingdom, wbich

shall never be destroyed: and the Hngdom shall not be left to other people, but
it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for evet',
(Daniel 2:44). Flom this prophecy we learn that the kingdom was to be established
at the time of the Roman Empire. Therefore, we can know conclusively that ttre
church was estabHshed at some date
Testament prophecy and, in keeping
kingdom that shall never be destroyed.

near the first century. Jesus fulfilled Old
with the prophecy of Daniel, he set up a



On one occasion, Jesus asked }is disciples, '6lVhom do men say that I, the Son
of man, am? And they sai4 Some say that thou art John the Baptist; some, Elias;
and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. Ee saith unto them, But whom say ye
that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
livlng God. Ard Jesus answered and said uuto hiu, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona:
for flesb and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it And I will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsever thou shalt bind on ea*h shall be
bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed iq heaven"
(Matthew 16:13-19). 'We direct your attention especially to verse 18 where Jesus made
the statement, "I will build my church.D In another place Jesus said, rT'erily I say
unto you, that there be some of them that stand here, which rhall not taste of death,
till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. Tfhenever the power came,
the kingdom also came.

The church and the lr;ngdom of heaven, or kingdom of H, are the same. In
Mark 1:16 Jesus sai4 "The time is fulfilld a,nd the kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe the gospel." A parallel verse of scripture reads, "fn those days
came Jobn the Baptist, preae.hing in the wildeness of Judea, a,nd saying, Bepent ye:
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 3:1, 2). It can be seen that both
Jesus and John made reference to the same divine institution. Jezus referred to this
coming kingdom as the skiagdom of God'while John uses the term 'tkingdom of
heaven." Thus, the expression "kingdom of heaven" is synonymous with "lcingdom
of God."

Another interesting parallel demonstrating this same tnrth can be found ia
Matthew 13:11 and Luke 8:10. In both places the gospel writer is recording Jesus'
famous parable of the sowea fire former verse makes reference to the kingdom of
heaven while in the latter it is called the kingdom of God" Furthe4 the word "chu'ch"
is synonyeous with the terms "kingdom of heaven" and "kingdom of God." In
Matthew 16:18, 19 the Lotd said, "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter,
and upon this rcck I will build my chunh; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
agatnst it And I will give unto t]ree the keys of the kingdom of heaven:" Therefore,
the New Testament teaches: 1) that the church, kingdom of heavear, and kingdom of
God are all the game divine instihrtion; and 2) that this institution was to come with
power (Mark 9:1).

'When we establish the time that the power carne, then we will know the time of
the esrtablinhment of the church. After the death of Christ oa the cross of Calvary,
his buriat and resurrection from the tomb, he appeared to his apostles and said, (And,

bdrold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarr5r ye in the crty of
Jerrrsalem, until ye be endued with power from on high' (Luke ?4249'5. This gives
us the further infomation that the power was to come in the city of Jerusalem. Just
before his ascension into heaven, Jezus made another appearalrce to the apostles and
said, 'But ye shall receive power, after that the Eoly Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be rritnesses unto me both in Jemsalem, antl in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttenost part of the earttrf' (Aets 1:8, 9). The promised power is some-
times referred to as the "spirit of tnrth,' while it is here called the "Eoly Ghost t
When we locate the time that Jesus rede€med the promise he had made to his apostles
to send the Eoly Ghost upoa them we will have discovered the time when the power
was sent, and the time, therefore, when the church came into existence. In ActE
2:1-4, Luke (a physician who wrote the book of Acts, as rsell as the gospel of Luke)
wrote, ttAnd when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all rrith one
accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a nrshing
wind, and it filled all the house-where they were sitting. And there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of thern. And they were all
filled wift the Eoly Ghost, and began to sp€ak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
then utteranee." Ftom these references one can easily see that the New Testa,u€nt



scriptures plainly teach that the church was established on the first Pentecost day
after the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the tomb-about the year 88 A.D.

It will also be of interest to the student of the Bible to note that the church is
sometimes called the "body of Christ." In Ephesians L222, 23 Paul wrote, 'And hath
put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all." In Colossians 1:18 Paul
said, "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence." To be in the e,hurch
is to be in Chris! or in the body of Christ. In Ephesians 1:3 we read, "Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ . . ." Please note that all spiritual blessings
are to be found in Christ (in the church). Since all spiritual blessings are in Christ,
there are no spiritual blessings in the world. This single truth should help us to have
atr even gleater appreciation for, and love of, the body of Christ, which is his church.

TEST ON LESSON NO. 8
Fill in the Blanks:

1. The churrch was purchased by the -..---.-"..---.-- of

2. There are only two possible states for a man: 1) in the --.".--"-, and

2) in the

8. On one oecasion Jesus said, t'Upon this rock I rfill
my -------..-.."..-

4. The expression "Hngdom of --------.-.""--"-" is synonymous v/ith

"lcingdom of "...--...-.--.---- ------"-""--"----.,.t'

The church was to come with

The apostles were to receive power when the --.--.--...-.---

came upon them.

fire promised power came on the day of --..-------.-.-.--

Paul tells us that Christ is head over all things to the -"---"..--

which is his -------"--..-"-.-

9. All spiritual -. are to be found in

Unilerline the Correct Answers:

1. People in the world are still ia their sins, never having obeyed the gospel, and

havp only the promise of: Etemal Joy, Etemal Peace, A:rnihilation, Eternal
Banishment from God.

2. The prophet Daniel had foretold the church would be established during the days
of the: Babylonian Captivity, Roman Elupire, Persian Kingdom.

3. The church is the same as the: Kingdom of Eeaven, The Roman Empire, The

Jewish Nation.

4. John the Baptist preached in the wililemess of Judea, sayin& "Repent ye fot:
The Kingdom of Eeaven is at Handn lhe End of the World is Near, More Enjoy*
ment of Fine Living.

5.

6.

7.

8.



6.

6.

The church is: Unimportant Yital, Incideatal.

Christ is the head of the body which is: The Church, The School, The Jewish
Nation

Complete the Scrlpturee:

1. "Tfherefore we receiving a ------...------ .--.. which ciunot be

moved, let us have ---------.----.-.-..-, whereby we may serrs .--.-.-.----

acceptably with --...--------. and godly fea/' (Eeb. 12:28).

2. "'VYho hath delivered us ftom the power of -.---.-.--."...."" .."-.---.-, and hatb

translated us into the -.-"--.--.-.---- --.-" of his dear Son" (Colossians 1:13).

8. "To the praise of the glory of his ------.---. .--.--..--, wherein he hath made

us acceptable in the beloved: in whom we have

through his blood, the --.--.-----.--- of sins, according to

the riches of his ---.----..- (Ephesians L:6,71.

4. "For as many of you as have been .--------.-.- into Christ have

put on ."---.' (Galatians 3:27).

6. "Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the

to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all nrle, and all

and -.---.-....---. (1 Cor. L6:24).

6. "But wheu they Philip preaching the things coucerning

the .----------.-.-- ---,-. of Go4 and the na-e of Jesus Christ,

they were ...----.------..-----, both'men and women" (Acts 8:12).

Student may write here any comment or question Use additional sheet tf needed.

Notice to Student:

Keep this lesson No. 8 for study wbile test No. ? comes to u8. We will grade
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Bible Correspondence Course

Lesson No. 9

FIRST CHRISTIAN CONYERTS

In this lesson we will learn about the first converts to the religion of Jesus Chrisl
In the second chapter of the book of the Acts of the Apostles we have a record of the
setanon preached by the apostle Peter, which was the first time the gospel was preached
in fact. The gospel (glad tidings) had been preached before in prophecy during the
Mosaic dispensation by the men who had forctold the coming of Messiah. It had beesr
preached in principle during the lifetime of John the Baptist and the ministry of
Jesus. But now, for the first time, the gospel was preached as a reality among men,
and the opportunity was offered to those who heard it to become members of the
church that Jesus built, to receive the remission of their sins, and the peace of God
which passeth all understanding. It is recommended that the student read the
second chapter of the book of Acts in its entirety along with this lesson.

In the first four verses of the second chapber of Acts, we are told of how Christ,
in executing his first administrative act as King of kings and Lord of lords, sent upon
the apostles the mighty power of the Holy Ghost. During his life Jesus had promised
to send this power, sometimes called "the Comforterr', to the apostles and had said,
'And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receivq be-
cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you" (John 14:16, 17). In the same conversation he also said,
"But when the Comforter is come, whom f will send unto you from the Father, even
the Spirit of tmth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me', (John
16:26). sEowbeit when he, the Spirit of tmth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hea& that shall he
speak: and he will show you things to come" (John 16:18).

Therefore, upon the reception of this power from on high the apostles were guided
into all tnrth and were authorized to preach to men the tenns of God's covenant with
men. This power came qrith a great demonstration that attracted the attention of
the people who were in Jerusalem and they came to the place where the apostles
were. They were all amazed and marveled because these men of Galilee, who were con-
sidered to be ignorant and unlearned, were the objects of such a startling display
and because, when the apostles spoke, every man heard and understood in his own
language, even though tlte people present lepresented fifteen different provinces.
Some of the people who gathered to behold this wondrous sight thoughtlessly accused
the apostles of being drunk Peter stood up with the eleven, attracted the atteution
of the multitude, and denied the groundless charge.

IIe then preached a serrnon calculated to challenge the thinking of the people
and to convince them that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, the Messiah of Old
Testament history, and the only hope for sinful and fallen man. Peter began his



somon by reminding the people of a statement that had been made by the prophet
Joel, and declared that the coming of the Eoly Ghost on tbis occasion was the fulfiIl-
ment of what Joel had foretold. Ee next made a refetence to Christ, reminding th,e
people of the miracleg and wonders and sigas which God did by him among all the
people, aad of how he had been delivered, up by wicked hands to be crrrcified. Peter
declared that God had raised Jesus from the dead because it was impossible that he
should be oyetcome by death, inasmuch as David, ia speaking of the Lord, had sai4
"I foresaw the Lord always before ny face; for he is on my right hand, that I
should not be moved; lberefore did my Leart rejoice, and my tongue was gladl more-
over also my flesh shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
neither wilt thou suffer thine Eoly One to see cornrption. Thou hast uade kaown
to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of Joy with thy countenance' (Acts
2:%i-281. trbom this prophecy Peter proved that this statement referred to Ctrist and
not to Davi4 as the people and their teachers had mistakenly supposed" In effect
Peter sai4 dDavid is dead. Ee was buried right here ia the city of Jemsalen, and
his tomb is with us to this dey. Therefore, his body did see corruption and he
did not rise from the dead." The prophecy could not be referring to David. Peter said
concerning David, "Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise
up Christ to sit on his throne: He, seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of
Christ, that his soul wag not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption" (Acts
2:30,31).

When the logic of the inspired Peter forced them to see that this prophecy had
lderence to someone other than David, and when Peter declared that God had raised
up Jesus from the dead, the apostles being witnesses of his resuntction, as certified
by the outward manifestations of the coming of the Holy Ghost, the people were
compelled to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. fire preponderance of evidence
pointed to the inescapable conclusion that Jesus \llas the Son of God and that he had
risen from the dead. Following this argument, Peter made a second reference to a
prophecy of David, saying "For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith
himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on by right hand, until I make thy
foes thy footstoolo (Acts 2:84, 85). Again ftis did not refer to David because he had
not ascended into heaven. It must have had refenence to another. Peter, by inspira-
tion, declared that this prophecy referred to Jesus Christ and said of him, "This
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the
right hard of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghosb, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and heat'' (Acts 2:32, 33).

Peter commanded, "Therefore let all the house of fsrael know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have cnrcifie4 both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36).
To know a thing assuredly is to believe it confidently. Therefore, the apostle Peter
corr-anded that the people should confidently believe that Jesus was both Lord
and Christ. The people did believe as is evidenced by the graphic expression, "They
were pricked in their heart " Ilaving reJected the overtures of divine mercy by
rejecting Christ, having now become convinced that he was all he had claimed to be,
and being overcome by the greatness of their crime, they asked, "Men and brethrent
what shall we do ?" t'Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, a"nd ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:37, 38).

Peter exhorted the people with many other words, urging them to obey tbe
God-given commands he had announced. fire result of his inspired eloguence was truly
ag1aoirg. "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day
there were added unto them about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41).

The penitent, baptized believers continued with the apostles, learning more of the
.aew religion, having fellowship with each other and obsenring acts of worship. The
aportles perfomed many wonders and signs whieh sened to confirm the meesage they



preached and all of the believers \pere together, being petfectly united by their love
for each othen The church continued to grow and had favor with all of the people "aod
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved" (Acts 2:47).

The sfudent wtll pleas€ notice tbat ttere are three outstanding things in this
chapter:

1. What the believing people were comma,nded to do-repeat and be baptized
for the remission of sins.

2. What they did-tle penitent believens were baptized"

3. fire results that followed-t&ey wers added to the chureh by God, and thele-
fore were in Christ where they could receive all spiritual blessings.

TEST ON LESSON NO. 9

fil in the Blanks:

1. The first converts to the religion of Jesus Christ are mentioned ia the -.-.------.-..,--.-.

chapter of the book of --.-------.-------

2. In the first four verses of the second chapter of Acts, \pe are told of how Christ

sent upon the apostles the power of the .--.-------

8. When the apostles received this power they were gdded into all

and were ..---"---- to preach to men the terms of God's

- with mer.
4. The people were attracted by the coming of this power, and they were all

-.-.----" because

of this startling display.

5. Some of the people accused the apostles of being

6. Peter preached a sermon calculated to -...-."".-.--.".. the thinking

of the people and to them that Jesus was the

7. In proving this claim Peter guoted from the writing of -....-.--"-.------

8. The people believed the preaching of Peter and asked,

and -----,-----.--- ---s what shall we -""-"--"-----.'

9. Peter said, "."..---.--- .----"--"-- antl be ------.-"--------

every one of you in the name of ----.-----.-------

for the remission of sins.tt

10. There were added unto them that day about ------------ - thousand souls.

Underline the Correct Answers:

1. The gospel had been preactred in prophecy during the: Patriarchal Age, Passover

Feast, Mosaic Dispensation.

2. Peter commanded, "Therefore let all of the house of Israel: Believe Confideutly,

Know Assuredln Do As You Please.'

and



8. After their baptism, the believers continued with the apostles: Learning More
of the New Religion, Arguing Among Themselves, Feeling Superior to Non-
converts.

4. The apostles per{orued many wonders and sigas which senred to: Drive the
people Away, Confirm the Message, Make them Rich.

5. The believers were: Perfectly United, Unhappy, Mad at Each Other.
6. Peter convinced the people that Jesus was the Christ and: The Messiah of Old

Testament Eistory, The Elijah Who was to come, fire Prophet Jeremiah.

7. Peter declared that it was impossible that Jesus should be overcome by: Life,
Death, IIis Enemies.

8. The church continued to grow and had: Favor with all of the people, Disfavor
with many of the people, To contribute at each service.

Complete the Scriptures:

1. 'And it shall come to pass in the last ...--., saith God, I
will pour out of my "--""- upon all flesh: and your sons and

daughters shall -.."."..---- ---------"-"., and your

shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
(Acts 2:17).

2. 'And they, continuing daily with one in the ------------------.-----,

and breaking from house to house, did eat their meat

with "-. -. -----.. and singleness of .--.----".."- Prais-

ing ---------,""-.-" ---..-.-, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord

added to the .-.------.-.---. --------- daily such as should be ---------.--------------.-------"

(Lcts 2246, 47),

3. "And they continued steadfastly in the apostles --.-.-----.---------.---- and -------.---------------"t

and in breaking of bread and in (Acts 2:42).

Stuilent may write here any comment or question Use adilitional sheet if neded.
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Bible Conespondence Coune
Lesson No. 10

HOW TEE CEURCE GREW

In this lesson we will learn of the phenomenal growth of the church which had
been established on the day of Pentecost and to which more than tlree tholrsand
people had been added as a result of the teaching of the apostles. Shortly after the
events of Pentecost, Peter and Johnwent up to the ternple at the hour of prayer. Their
attention was attracted by a poor man who hatl been lame since birth, and Peter said,
'rrn the name of Jesus christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.', The man was immdiately
and completely healed. The man entered into the temple praising God and shouting witb
a loud voice. People flocked to the apostles. Peter took advantage of the occasion to
pr"each another sertnon concerning the life, death, resurrection'and ascension of Jesus.
While he wae talking to the people, certain officers of the temple arrested Peter aad
John. Ilowever, many of the people who had heard the sennon of Peter and believed
his message, obeyed the gospel and were added to the church.

The apostles were held in prison overnight because they had preaclred that Jesus
was r€surrected from the dead. They were tried by the Sadducees, a religious sect
of the Jews that denied there would be a resurrection. That a uotable miracle had
been per{oraed when the lame man was healed no one could deny, for the evidence
was too strong. In spite of this, the Sadducees weae detenained to stop the preaching
of the apostles. When he was given an opportunity to speak, Peter announced the
great tnrth, "Be it lcrown unto you all, and to all tle people of Israel, that by the
name of Jesus christ of Nazareth, whon ye cnrcified, whom God raised from the
dead, wen by hin doth t'his man stand here before yoqr whole. fris is the stone wNch
was set at nought of you builders, which beeome the head of the corner. Neitler is
there salvation in any other: for there ig none other name under beaven given aerong
nen, whereby we must be savedt' (Acts 4:10-12). The religious leaders could say
nothing in answer to the apostles inasmuch as their wordg were eonfirmed by the
miracb which they had perfomred. Eowever, they eounseled arnong themselves and
dwided to threaten Peter and John with punisbment if they eontinued to pr.each and
teach in the name of Jezui, This was done tbat the new religim might sspread no
firrther among: the people."

Truth, howeveq is a powerfirl force, and persecution, torture and abuse could not
stop the increase and growth of the cburch. This single fact will eause evety thinking
person to realize the importance of tnrth. 'When Peter and John received this eom-
mand of the officers they a"nwercd, "'Whether it be right in the sight of God to
hearken unto you more than rmto God, judge ye.t' The wisdom of the words of Peter
will be appreciated by all. \tre must sewe God rather than serve man. We must obey
God rather thaa obey man 'We must follow God's Iaw rather than follow our own
ideas or feelings.

Upon being released, the apostles joined the company of believers. The groql
prayed to God that they might be given courage and boldness to speak the word. The



huge company of believers were one in heart aud soul and none of them claimed
that he possessed anything of bis ocrn but they shared with ea& othen It has beeo
estinet€d that wtthin a short time after Pentecost day the church ia Jerrsalem had
grown to more than thirty thousand believers.

nds nfghty band of Christian people, being in sympathy with the ueeds of their
poverty-stricken brethren, sold their possessioas and goods, brought the moaey and
latd it dowa at the feet of tbe apostles. The money was distributed according as every
nan had aeed. Ibe high spiritual tone of the church in Jenrsalem, however, was
soon marred by the covetous acts of Ananias and Sapphira. This pair sold a possession
and agreed privately to keep back some of the money for tbemselves, laylng only a
part of it at the apostles' feet. But the apostle Peter said, 'Thy hatb Satar filled
thlae heart to lie to the Eoly Ghost and to keep back part of the price of the lanil?
Whtle tt remained, was it not thlne own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine
owa Bower? why hast thou conceived thia thtng in thiue heart? thou hast not lied
unto men, but uato God.D Anil Ananias hearing these words fell dead (Acts 6:3, 4).
The sane fate awaited hiE wife who dso attempted to decelve the brethren.

In the sixtb e.hapter we read that the Grecian disciples complained because they
felt that some of tbeir number were aegleted ia the dishibution of food which was
provided for the needy. In overcoming thls problem, the apostles recommended that
seven men be selected to serye tleir brethren by supenisiagi the daily distributions
to the needy. Oae of the men selected was Stephen"

ln the seventh chaDter of the book of Acts we read of a s€rmon preached by
Stephen to the Jews. Ee rcfened to the history of the nation of Israel to show that
trey had been a rebelUous people and that it had been thefu nature to disregard and
desptse the law of God. Ee remiuded tbem of the deliverance from Eg:5ryt and of the
forty years of wandering in the wildeuress; of hqw many thousands of their fore-
bears hail died because they had murmured against Moses, Ciod's appointed leaden
Stephen then reminded the people, 'Thi! is that Moses, which said unto the children
of Israel, A Prophet ehall the Lord your God mise up unto you of your brethren, like
unto ae: him shall ye heart (Acts 7:37). lte prophet who was like unto Moses was,
of course, Chdst. As the people in the wildemess had reJected the divine mlssion
of Mose!, so dld these people who now listeDed to Stephen reJect Christ Stephen
urgently waned his hea,rers not to imitate the exanple of their fathers in resistiag
divlne wldom. Ee became stetn in his preaching to the people and rderred to them
as stlff-necrked and uncircumcised iB heart and ears, askiag this question, 'ryhfu,lh
of the prophets have aot your fathers persecuted? a,ud they have slain them which
show€d before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been no'w the betrayers
and murderers' (Acts 7:52). When the people heard these words of Stephen they
were enraged and enashed oa hi'r' with their teeth. Dragging Stephea outside the
€ity to a place of stoning, they cast the innocent man into a blood-spattered pit where
so many lives had been previously snufled out, and stoned Stephen to death. Eis
flnal words were, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,t' aad heeling down he cried wtth
a loud voice, 'T.or4 lay not this sin to their chaqge." 'When he had said thls he died.

At tlat time there arose a gteat persecution against the churth and the Christials'
with the erception of the apostle!, were scattered throughout the land of Palestine.
\Pberever tbe Chrlstians went they preached the word and established churches.

One of the men who had been selected with Stephen to ninister to the needs

of the people in Jemsalem was Philip. When the disciples were scatteted abroa4
he went dowa to a city of Samaria and preached unto t'hem Jesus. The Samaritans
heard Philip preaching good tidings concerniag the kingdom of God and were baptized.
Ite apostles Peter and John came down from the city of Jenrsalem to strengthen
the new converts.

Philip remained in Samaria until an angel of God instructed him to go to a certain
highway that went down frorn Jerrrsalem ta Gaza. Wheo he arrived at the place



described by the angel he saw'a eunuch from Ethiopia riding in a cbariot The

Splrit instnrcted Philip to. go to the man. Philip ran 1e him and heard him reading
the prophet Esaias (Isaiah) and asked this question, "Understandest tlou w.hat

thou readest?" The man invited Philip to come uP into the ehariot and dlscnss the
matter with him. As they went riding along Philip preachd to him conerning
Jesus. Doubtless, in his preaching Philip told of the birth, life, death' buriel a:ld
resurrection of Christ, and of how, shortly before his aseension, Jesus had said to hts
disciples, "Go ye into all the worldn and prca€h the gospel to every ereature" Ee
that believetl and ie baptized shall be saved; but he that beliweth aot sball be
danued" (Mark 1.6:16, 18).

As Philip wes preaching, they ca,me to a certain body of water and t&e eunuch
said, "See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptizd?" Philip replled' "If
thou believest with all thine hea,rt tlou uayest' The euauch ansperdr "I bollwE
that Jesus Christ iE the Son of God.' The account coDtinues' 'And he commanded
the chariot to stand stlil: and they went dowa both tato the wat€r, bot'h Phllip and
the eunuch; and he baptizd hin. [ad when they vere eome up out of the wateB
the Spirit of the Lord caug:ht away Philip, that the eunuch saw hi- no no!e: and he
went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through
he preae.hed in all the cities, till he ca,me to Caesarea' (Acts 8:8?-40).

Other disctples of the Iprd went into all parts of tbe world to preach the glad
tidings of salvatlon fur the na,me of Jesus.

TEST ON LESSON NO. 10

Ftll in the Bl8rk6:

1. Peter and John healed a matr who had be€,n -.---.-------..---"--""----"--.- since

2. As a result of this miracle, Peter bad an opporhrnity to pneach concenring the

-....,

of Jesus.

and

8. _....._.._.... of the people wbo heard the seraon of Peter

his message, the gosPel and were added to the

The ---""--.-"".-- weFe a religious sect of the Jews that denied

there would be a resurrection.

Peter sai4 concerning ---------, "There is none

other name under heaven given arnong men, whereby we rnust be saved."

-- and .--------.- ----...-.., hoving sold a possession,

kept back part of the monen Bretending they had givea all.

\[hen Stephen wamed the Jews not to imitate their ancestors by resisting divine

wisdom, they became -----------------.--., dragepd him outside the city,

and -....--...-.-.-.-.-.-----" hin fe dsstr[

8. A great persecution arose against the church and the

who were scattered abroad, went everywhere -""".---------- ------ the word

9. 1\ro of the seven men selected by the c,hurch iu Jenrsalem to selne their brethren

by supewising the daily distributions to the needy w€!€ ---------""-:

o and

7,



Underllne the @rrot Answers:

1. Tbe Samaritans hea,rd Philip preaching good tidings conceuring the kingdom of
God and were: Enraged, Discouraged, Baptized, Stoned.

2. Philip was instnrcted by an angel of God to go to a certain highway that went
down from: Nazareth to Capenaum, Jenrsalem to Gaza, Bethlehem to Jenrsalem.

8. When Philip saw the man from Ethiopia riding in a drariot he: Ran to him,
Turned his back, Ran away.

4. The man invited Philip to come up into the chariot and as they mde along, Philip
preached to him: Philosophn Economics, The Mosaic Law, Jesus.

5. The 6unuch, having believed on Christ as the Son of God, was baptized and went
on his way: With a long face, BeJoicing' Feeling sad.

Conplete the Scslpturee:

1. 'These werc mone than those in Thessalonica, in that thoy

received the word with all readiness df mind, and .-.-----..--.-. the Scriptures

daily, whether those things were -...."..-.-.- (Acts 17:11).

2. u[a I tberefore become your " ..-.. because I tell you the

--..---.--...2' (Galatia,ns 4:16).

3. "Then Aglippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a

And Paul said, I would to --.--, that not only thou,

but also .----..-- that hear me this day, were both almost, and ---.------------

.--.-. such as I am, except these bonds" (Acts 26228,29).

Stuilent may write here any comment or question Use additional shest if needd.

Notice to Student:
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Bible Corespondence Course

Lesson No. 1l

TEE COI{YERSION OF SAUL

In this lesson we will study about the conversion of Saul, a man who had originatd
in Tarsus. The student is asked to read Acts 9 and Acts 22. Saul had been a bitter
enemy of Christ. On the occasioa of the death of Stephen he had consented to bl$
execution and had watched over the coats of the men who threw the stones that
claimed the life of the first Christian martyr. Saul's hatred of the new religion was
intensified. Ee threatened the Christians severelyl promising to have the disciples
of the Lord put to death. Saul was held in high esteem by the religious leaders of the
day. Ee had been raised according to the strictest manner of the Mosaic law as a
Pharisee. He had studied under Gamaliel, a noted educator of the day, who had a
school in the city of Jenrsalem. Because of Saul's family background, his education,
his depth of understanding, and his natural zeal, he showed promise of becomiag a
great Jewish leader. Evidently, he was tnrsted by the men in power, for when he
made application to them for permission to journey to the city of Damascus to perse-
cute the disciples there, he was empowered to make the trip. The high priest gave
him letters to the synagogugs of Damascus stating that if he found any-Christians,
whether they were men or women, he might bind them and bring them to Jerusalem.

As saul and his company were on the long and difficult journey to Damascus
there suddenly came from heaven a great, blinding light that centered on him.
saul fell to the ground and heard a voice saying, "Saul, saul, why perrecutest thou
me?" Ee replied, "W,ho art thou, Lord?t' And the voice from heaven answered,
"f am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.,
To be in the presence of the divine must indeed be an avresome exllerience and to
the unprepared unspea,kably fearful. The strieken, trembling Saul asked, ,,Lord, what
wilt thou have me do?" The answer camer "Go into the city, and it shall be told
thee what thou must do.t'

The men who were with Saul heard but did not understand the words of the
voice from heaven. Saul arose from the earth, opened his eyes, and, to his great
disman discovered that he was blind. Ee was so helpless that the men who were
sif[ ]in had to lead him into the city of Damascus. For the next tbree days he did
not eat or drink.

In the meanwhile, the Lord appeared to Ananias, a gospel preacher who lived in
Damascus, and said to him, "Arlse, and go into the street which is called Straight,
and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he
prayeth.t' Ananias obJected to this mission because he had heard of how mercilessly
Saul had persecuted the church and of r,le deaths for which he had been responslble
in Jenrsalem. News of Saul's pu4)ose for coming to Damascus had somehow pre-
ceded him and this caused Ananias to object firrther. But the Lord refused to
listen to the excuses of his serpant, Ananias, and commanded that he should go to



Saul who was a chosen vessel to bring the name. of Christ to the Gentiles, the ldngs
of the eart\ and the children of Israel.

When Ananias entered into the house of Judas, he fouad a peniteut Saul who
now believed that Jesus was the Christ and who was so genuinely sotrow"ftrl for his
past crimes against Christ and the chureh that he had detemtined to do Bll withtr
his power to serre God properly. Ananias said to Saul, "The God of our fathers har,h
chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just Oae, and shouldest
hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be his witness uato all men of what thou
hast seen and heard. And now why ta,rriest thou? Arlse, aud be baptized, and rrash
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:1t[-16). Saul was baptized
and took food and was strengthened" From this point forvard he was hown as PauI,
one of the apostles of Christ

From t"his cese of conversion sevelal very important tfirths can be learned. Ife
might leara, for instance, that it is possible for a person to conscientiously eird
dncerely put a great deal of dfort into a rellgious pursuit that he believes to be
right, but that his sincerity does not necessarily guarantee that what he does rs
approved of God" Saul was a siacere man who was able on one occasion to say, ttl
have lived in all good conscience bdore God until this ala/' (Acts 28:1). Saul was
honest in persecuting the church,.but he was honestly wlong. Saul was conscientious
in trying to advance the Jew's religion, but he was eonscientiously mistaken. It
ig therefore possible for a person to be honest, conscientious, eanrest, and zealous,
but be wlong. Saul was also a religious mam, but he was reltgiously rlong. If one
does a wrong thing, he must suffer the consequence of wrongdoing, even though he
maSl have been sincere. ff oae should put arsenic on his salad, sincerely beUeving
the deadly poison to be salad dressing, he would die as surely as if he had deliberately
taken the arsenic into his system. This tnrth is axiomatic and needs no more tha,u
I merig pronouncement

Now I'et us notice the thirgs that Saul was required to do in order to be converted
to faith in Christ. Notice first of all that Saul ca,me to believe on Je$rs as the
Messiah. His belief was the result of the heavenly demonstration on the Damassus
road;, Of course, belief is a prereguisite of salvation a,ud is accompanied today thmugh
the word. We learn from the pen of Paul, "So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God" (Romang 10:17). This same tnrth is stated by John ln
these words: "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples,
vr.hlch are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
bis name" (John 20:30, 31).

the writer of the Corinthian letter said, "For after that in the wisdom of God
the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe" (1 Corinthians 1:21). Therefore, it is not strange that we
should find in the Roman letter this statement: "For I am not ashaned of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to
the Jew first and also to the Greek" (Bomans 1:16). Paul was caused to believe by
the revelation of the gteat blinding ligbt. It was necessary that he should see the
resupected and glorified Christ in order that he might be Etalified as an apostle.
Inasmuch as there &re no apostles in the world todan people are eaused to believe
solely through the Bible.

The second thing that Paul did in becoming a Christian was to repent. To
repent is to change onets u'ind, to detemine a n€w course of action, as is shown in
Jesust parable of the two sons, in which he speaks of a father who told his son to go
and work in a vineyard. The son answered, tI will not." But afterwards he repented
and went (Matthew 2lz29l. The obvious sense of this verse is that he chaaged hls
mind and went Repentance is therefore a change oJ mind. Paul's mind was changed.
Ee turaed from one course of action a^nd pursued a different course. Every person
in comiag to Christ must repent Jesus said, "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent,
ye shall likewise perlsh" (Luke 18:8).



Next, Palrl was baptizcd in order to receive the fo3giveness of dns, or as

Auanias put tt, "to wash awat'' his sins. That baptism is essential to on3'8 etenal
well-belng will not be denied by those who know and respect the !ibl,e. Je$r8 in gling
bis gEeat commisslon, said, "Ee that belieryeth and is baBtized sha[ be saved; but he

thafbelieveth not shall bs danned' (Mark 16:16). The apostle Peter, by the insBira-
tion of the Eoly Ghos! wrote, "'Which sometime were disobedient, when olce tlhe

long-sufferlns of God waited in the days of Noa,b, whlle the ark'was a preparing'
wherein few, tlat ls, eight souls were saved by water. The like figwe whenunto
even baptism doth also lrow save us, (not putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the

answer of a good eonscience toward God), by the resurrection ofJesus Christ' (1 Peter
8220,'2L).

By comparing what Paul did in becoming a christian and what the people on

the doy of Pentecost did in becoming Cbristians, one catr easily see that the requir+'
ments of the gospel are unifomly the sane. Paul and the Jews on Penteeost day
were required to 1) belleve, 2) repent, and S) be baptizeil It is obvious that
if we today do exactly what they di4 in exactly the way they did, we will be what
they were-6bristians--only Cbristians; nothing more.

TEST ON LESSON NO. 11

FtU tn the Blanks:

1. Saul orisinated in ---..------------

2. At one time Saul was an

8. Saul studied under ----------

4. Saul showed promise of beconing a ----------------.--

leader.

5. Saul was given authority to go to the city of -....----.---.--.- ---------------- to
perserute Christians.

6. Saul heard a voice from heaven saying, tSaul, Saul, why -------..-.-."

thou me?"

7. The men who were with him -.--.-.--"---- but did not

the words of the

8. --..---.--..--... - was sent to help Saul.

Underline the Conect Answerg:

1. Ananias saiil to saul: .You made your be4 now lie in it;" oThere is nothing
I can do for youl" "God has chosen you to be his witness.'

2. Saul's name was changed to: Peter, Paul, James.

8. It was necessarlr for Paul to see the tresurrected Cbrist iD order that he might
qualify as: a witness, a mart5rr, an apostle.

4. To repeut is to: make restitution, chaage one's miud, refom onets life.

5. Paul was baptized to: make an impression on Judas, wash away his sins, show
that he had already been saved.

6. People today are caused to believe by: the word of Go4 a mysterious cxpe'
rience, a gteat blinding Ught.

?. 'When we today do exactly what people in the first ceutury did in comiag to
Christ, we will be: followers of Jobn the Baptist' Gbrietians, Stoics



8. The commands of God are: uniformly the same, never the same, occasidnally
the same.

9. Saul was: sincere, insincere, indifferent.

Complete the Scriptures:

1. "And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be -.-.-...-..-".... ".....-...---..., and

wash away thy "...-......--.. -.."-.....-....".., calling on the uame of the Lord"
Aots 22:16).

2. "And Paul, earnestly beholding the -.-.---.. , said, Men

and brethren, I have lived in all good before
God until this day" (Acts 23:1).

3. "And there fell from his eyes as it had

been scales: and he received ""-... forthwith, and arose

and was And when he had received meat,

he was strengthened. Then was ------ certain days with

the ....----.--.--- which were at .----------.----- -------.----"
(Acts 9:18, 19).

4. (And after that many days were fulfilled, the .---".--.- .--.....-...--.---. took

counsel to ----------.-----. --- him: But their laying wait was known of

. And they watched the gates day and night to kill
him" (Asts 9228,24).

Student may write here any comment or queetion. Use additional sheet if needed.

Notice to Student:

Keep this lesson No. 11 for study while test No. 10 comes to us. We will grade
test No. 10 and mail it back to you with lesson No. 12.

Shrdent, do uot write
in this space

Your Name

Your Address

Church Prefereuce
Grade



Bible Conespomlence Coune
Leseon No 12

TUE FIBST GENTILE CO!{YEBTS

In the tenth chapter of Acts we I'eata of the first Gientile cohverts to Cbrlrd.
anity. The story is very interesting, contalning inforrratiou that is necessary to
all who desire an accurate undentanding of the fundamental requirements of churet
membership.

corndius waa a man who lived to the city of caesarea. Ee was a centurio!
(a high-ranking Boman army officer). cornelius was a man of authority, well
respected in the commrurity and possessing some wealth. Ee is described in the
scripture as a devout man who feared God, gave much alms to the people arid
prayed to God always. one day cornelius had a vision in which he saw an angel
of Goil. This frightensd him, and h9 said, "W,hat ls if Lord?" The angelic pres€,nce
answered, "Thy prayers and thine' alms are come up for a memorial before God.
And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose sumame is peter: Ee
lodgeth with one simdn a tanner whose house is by the seaside: he shall tell
thee what thou oughtest to do" (Acts 10:4-6).

When the angel was gone, Corrrelius sent some of his servants with a soldier
to the city of Joppa to invite Peter to return with them and teach Cornelius. As
they were on their way, Peter went up on the house top to pray. While he was
there, he saw the heaven opened and a certain vessel descending as if it were a great
sheet held by the four corners and let down to the eart\ t\sherein were all matDrei
of four-footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls
of the air. And there came a voice to hin, Rise, Peter; kill and eat. But peter
said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anythiug that is common or unclean.
And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed,
that call not thou common. This was done thrice: and the vessel was received
up again into heaven" (Acts 10:12-16). Peter was disturbed by this vision, not
understanding the meaning of what he had seen and heard. while he wondered
about the matter, the men who had been sent from Cornelius arrived at the house
where Peter was staying. Peter came down to the men at the instnrction of the
Spirit and said, "Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore
ye are come? And they said, Cornelius the cenhrrion, a just man, and one that
feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned
from God by a holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of
thee" (Acts t.0:,2L, 221.

On the following day, Peter and these messengels, with six brethren fmm
Joppa, went to the city of Caesarea to find Cornelius. Ee was waiting for them,
having assembled some of his relatives and close friends. As Peter entered the
house he met Cornelius, who fell down at his feet and worshipped him. .But
Peter took him up, saFnS, Stand up; I myself also a,m I EaD" (Acts 10:26). Itey



went into the room where the people were assembled and Peter said to them, "Ye
know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company,
or come unto one of another nation; but God hath showed me that I should not call
any man common or uncleaa. Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as
soon as f was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?'
(Acts 10:28, 29). Cornelius answered Petet's Erestion by saying, "Four days ago
I was fasting until this hour: and at the ninth hour I prayed ln my howe, and,
behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, a,nd said, Coraelius, thy prayer
is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance ln the sight of God. Send tbere-
fore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose sumame is Peter; he is lodged in ths
house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak
uato thee. Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that
thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before fu, to hear all
things that are commanded thee of God" (Acts 10:30-33).

firen Peter began to preach to the people. Ee delivered the same messagp
that he had preached on thE day of Pentecost and on the occasion of the healing
of the lame man. Ee told the people of the life of Christ; of how the Jews bad
eudfied him without a canse; of his burial and resurrection on the third day. Then
Peter said, "And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that
it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. To him
give all the prophets witness, that through his na,me whosoever believeth in hin
shall receive remission of sins' (Acts 10:42, 48). While Peter was speaking to
the people, the Eoly Ghost fell on them. ltis astonished the men frrm Joppa be-
cause they could not conceive that God would pour out on tle Gentiles the gift
of the Holy Ghost. Peter, however, recogaized this demonstration as God's ap-
proval and acceptance of Gentile people, and commanded that Cornelius and bis
friends should be baptized.

In order to fully appreciate the import of these things; it is necessarT to keep
in mind that throughout the Mosaic dispensadon the Gentile people had no cove-
nant with God, while the nation of Israel was bound to Jehovah by the statutes
dhd commandments of the Mosaic law. The Jews were constantly reminded of the
existence of God and of their obligation to him by various feasts, fasts, ordinancer
and ceremonies. Because of this the Jews came to think of themselves as the
elect while they held only disgust, that at tlmes seemed to turn to hatred, for the
Gentile nations. All the people colverted on the day of Pentecost were Jews.
Now, for the very first time, Gentiles were to be received into the kingdom of God.
It was, therefore, absolutely necessary that some unusual sig:n be g"iven from
heaven in order to confirn the fast that Gentiles could be received into the church
and in order to remove Jewish prejudice. That this was the purpose of the gift
of the Holy Ghost on thls occaslon can not be denied in the light of the following
event.

'When Peter retumed to Jenrsalem, he found tbat the other apostles and the
brethren in Judea were disturbed because he had gone into the house of a Gentile
to preach the word. Peter xplained to them what had happened, telling them
that he had been directed by a vision, by a voice, and by the Spirit to go to Caesarea
and to preach. Ee went on to tell how he entered into the man's house and how
Cornelius had told him of the visitation of the angel who had commanded him to
"send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; who shall tell
thee words, whereby thou a,nd all thy house shall be saved" (Acts 11:18, 14). Then
Peter said, "And ag I began to spea\ the Eoly Ghost fell on them, as on us at the
Deginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John in-
deed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost X'ora$nuch
then as God gave them the like eift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ, what was I, that I could withstand God?" (Acts 11:16-18). Peter
appealed to this outpouring of the Eoly Ghost to justify himself for having as-



sociated with Gentiles and for having baptized them in the name of the Lord Jesus.
lnasmuch as Peter spoke by inspiration, we ean positively conclude that the pur-
pose of the gift of the Holy Ghost on this occasion was to remove all doubt from
the rninds of Jewish brethren as to the acceptability of Gentile people. Therefore,
the gift of the Holy Ghost in this mamer on this occasion was peculiar to these
peopl*-a special dispensation for a special reason.

Once again we call attention to the fact that the command'nents given by
inspired men to those desiring to become members of the Lord's body' or the church'
are the sa,me everywhere in the N. T. In fact, it would seem strange indeed if
Godts laws should provide one set of commandments for one group of people under
a given sltuation and a different set of commandments for a different group of
people under the seme situation. Tluth, in order to be tnrth, must agxee with it-
self. It is eternally true that 'tthings that are eqnal to the same thing are equal
to each other.t' God's law, because it is infallible tnrth, must always agree with
itself. Tlhatever one person is commanded to do in order to become a Christian,
evety other person must be commanded to do in order to accomplish the same
pu1l,ose. Notice, therefore, that these people first heard the word. Keep in mind
that 'faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17).
To give honest attention to the word and to weigh carefirlly the evidence the
word gives is to be compelled to believe. Because Comelius and those who were
with him were conscientious and honest, and because they heard the words t'f
Peter candidly and weighed them fairin they came to believe. Too, they repented.
In Acts 11:18 it is said that when the apostles heard these things they held their
peace, and glorifted God, saying, "Then hath God also to t'he Gentiles granted
rrcpentance unto Me." Lastly, they were commanded to be baptized (Acts 10:48).
One cannot ignore the commandments of God with impunity. Jesrls said, "ff you
love me you will keep my commandments.tt rnasmuch as keeping the command-
ments of Jesus is essential to loving Jesus, and inasmuch as loving Jesus is obviously
essential to salvation, then baptism is elso essential to one's salvation. It is God's
prerogative to command; it is uan's place to obey.

TEST ON LESSON NO. 12

Fttl ln the Blanks:

1. Cornelius lived in the city of

2. Cornelius was a man of

ln the community and possessing Eome

3. In a vision Coraelius saw a,rr .---------------- """- of ".".--.".--

4. Coraelius sent gome of his --------. with a

to the city of

to invite .. to retum with them and teach

Comellus.

5. Peter saw a certarn ----- descending to the

earth wherein were all manner of ---.-----.-.. ----

of the earth and ---.---,-.-, and

of the

and



Ansr€f, lcs or No;

-------.--.-------.--.--1. The voice told Peter not to go with the men from Caesarea.

..-----..----"---------.2. Conelius was descdbed as a just man who feared God.

---------.-.------------3. Peter said that M had shown him that it was aU right to call
a man common or unclean.

--.---.---------..--.---4. Peter refused to preach to the people because they were Gentiles.

.--"--.-.-"----------"-"5. Peter commanded that Comelius and his friends be baptized.

.----"-.-.--.-.---.--.--6. The Eoly Ghost fell on the Gentiles who heard the words of Peter.
---.--..--.--..------.-.7. Tntth in order to be truth mugt never agree with itself.
---...-.....--."-..----.t. Peter was accompa.ied to Caesat€a by the brethren and other

apostles from Jenrsalem.
.--.-.---.-.-.....-.--..9. It is God'g prerogative to command; it is man's place to obey.

-----.--..---.---..-10. The apostles at Jenrsalem decided to not accept the new C'entile
converts.

Complete tbe Scripture:

1. "And other sheep I have, which are not of this ".-."..---"-.- ------------------:

6@ dso I nust brins, and t'hey sball ..---.--.---...-."... my

voice; and there shall be ..-,.-..-."-.-.-- ..""..." fold, and --------------

shepherd (Johu 10:16).

2. 'And as ----------.-.-".. was coming in, Cornelius met him,

and --"------..--- dowa at his feet, and ----.---.-.--"

hirn. But Peter took him up, saying, -.---- up: I myself

also am a ----------.-."-..-- (Acts 10:25, 26).

3. "W.ho shall tell thee ---------.--- -., whereby ------..-----------" and

all thy house shall be ----.---.-..----- .-.-.--" (Acts 11:14).

4. "'Wheu they heard these things, they ------------- their peace,

and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the

granted unto life" (Acts 11:18).

Stuilent moy write helre eny comment or question. Use additional eheet if needed.

Notice to Student:

Keep this lesson No. 12. for study while test No. 11 comes to us. We will grade

test No. 11 and uail it back to you with lesson No. 13.

Student, do aot write
in this space

Your Name

Your Address -----..-"--.---.---

Church Preference

Date .-..-...-.---

Grade



Bible Conespondence Course

Leson No l3
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH

The Bible makes it abundantly elear that without faith no man can setre God
acceptably or be saved eternally. "But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewardet
of them that diligently seek him" (Eebrews 11:6). In this lesson we will study
the faith that saves.

There are different kinds of faith. There is saving faith, and faith that will
not save. In Matthew 15:28 we read of ttgEeat faith;" in Matthew 8:26 we read
of "little faith." Devils, of course, will not be saved, and yet we read, "the devils
also believe, and tremble' (Jameg 2:19). Again, in Johnts gospel this statement
is made: "Nevertheless among the ehief nrlers also many believed on him; but
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of
the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God"
(Jollul. t2:42, 431. Jesus said, "Whosoeyer shall deny me before men, him will I
also deny before my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 10:82, 83). Belief anil
faith are the same; they come from the same root word. To believe in Christ but
to be afraid to confess him is to have the kind of faith that will not save. firis
compels us to ask: 'What is saving faith?"

Faith inrludes tnrsting the death of Christ for our atonement. "'Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his right-
eousness for the remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God;
to declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just and the
Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus" (Romans 8t26, 26). "For God so loved
the world, ttrat he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in bim
should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). This trust in the merit
of the death of Jesus Christ must expand into 'confident faith in his intercessiou
for us. "My little children, these thinglwrite I unto you, that ye sin not. And
if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jezus Christ the righteous"
(1 John 2:1).

Faith also indudes doing the will of God, for the Saviour said, "Therefore
whosoever heareth these things of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a
wise man, wbich built his house upon a rock" (Matthew 7:24). After. his resur-
rection fmm the tomb Jesus said, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all natioas, baptizing them in the narne of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Iloly Ghost: teaching them to obserse all things
whatsoever I have con-anded you: and, lo, I an with you alway, even uuto the
end of the world" (Matthew 28218-201. Seriously reflecting upon these two pas-
sag:es will compel all to see that obeying the words of Christ is absolutely leces-
sary. lbis is.not to say that man of himself ca! eam or merit either the favor



of God in this life or in the life to come. But it is to say that unless our faith
is strong enough to cause us to obey the commanduents of God's word, it is not
strong enough to save us. In Romans 3:20 and Romans 4:9-11, the statement is
made that Abraham was saved by faith without works. However, this statement
was made with special reference to the Mosaic law, and particularly to the rite of
cirsumcision. Abraham found favor in Glod's sight when his faith caused him to
obey God's commandments. This was done prior to the giving of the Mosaic cove-
nant and prior to the time that circumcision was commanded. Therefore, we find
favor in God's sight by faith working through love, without obeying the Mosaie
law or obserring the abolished religious setrice of circumdsion

One of the most complete treatments of the subject of saving faith is found
in the book of James. "What doth it profit, my brethren, though a tuan say he
hath faith, and have not works? Ca.n faith save him? If a brother or sister be
nake4 and destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace,
be ye warrred a,nd filled; uotwithstanding ye give them not those things which
are needtul to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faitl, if it hath not works,
is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say Thou hast faith, and I have works:
show me thy faith witbout thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my workso
(James 2:14-18). The last sentence doee not admit that it is possible to show
faith apart from works, but it is rather a positive decla,ration that no man can
show faith without works. If you believe that God is one, and that Jezus Christ
is the Son of God, please think for a moment on whether it is possible for you to
show that confidence, demonstrating it to your fellowuen, in absence of works of
obedience. The mere mental act of accepting a tbing or being as tnre is ar in-
tangible act l,hat can not be shown. It is an utter impossibitity to show faith ln
the absence of works of obedience. Therefore, it is essential for us to not only
hear the words of Jesus but to do them.

James continues his argument on saving faith by sayrag, "Thou believest that
there is one God; thou doest well; the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt
thou krfow, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our
father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest
thou ho* faith wrought with his works, and by works 'was faith made perfeet?
And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was
imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God" (James
2:t9-231. The fact that Abraham by faith did the thing that God commanded him
to do was what approved Abraham in the sight of God. Eis works of obedienee
perfected his faith. 'When Abmham was called to go out into a land that he did
not know, but that he was to receive for an inheritance, he obeyed and went out.
When God commanded Abraham to offer Isaac for a sacrifice upon an altar he was
not disobedient to his heavenly command. These acts of obedience perfected the
faith of the great patriarch Abraham and in his perfect faith he was saved. All
this was accomplished before the Mosaie law was given and before the rite of cir-
cumcision became a national institution. Therefore, Abraham was not saved 6y
t}1e works of the Mosaic law but he did obey and his faith was neeessary in order
for him to be approved of God.

Next, James says, "Ye see then how that by works a man is justlfied, and
not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when
she had received the messengets, and had sent them out another way? For as
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also" (James
2:24-26), When the spirit departs from man's physical ftame, death ensues. The
spirit of man then goes to God who gave it; the body is committed to the dusL
Tfhen works are separated from faith, the faith is as dead as a body separated
from the spirit. Man is not, and cannot, be saved by something that is dead, lffe-
less, dormant. Rather, man is saved by a healthy' living, pulsating, active faith-
a faith that is conjoined with works of obedience and that does not guestion the



eommands of God. Our faith must impel us to obey the commands of our Maker.
Therefore, TEE FAITII TEAT SAVES IS THE FAITII TIIAT OBEYS. Obedience
of faith is necessary to our acceptability with God (Romans 16226\.

In the book of Acts we have an outstanding example of this in the conversion
of the Philippian jailer. Paul and Silas were in prison, but God released their
tonds by means of a great earthguaEe. The jailer was wakened and would have
killed himself if Paul had not prevented him. When the full import of what had
trappened sank into the conscience of the jailer, he asked, "Sirs, what nust I do

to be saved?" Paul and Silas said, "Believe on the Iord Jesus Christ and tho'r
shalt be saved and thy house' (Acts 16:31). Ead they stopped here without grving
the jailer additional infomation concerning Christ' the man might have asked, as

did the man born blind (John 9:86), 3'And who is he, Lord, that I miglht believe
on him?t It was, therefore, necessary for Paul and Silas to speak "unto him the
word of the Loril, and to all that were in his house' (Acts 16:82). They doubtless
told the Jailer of the commandments of Christ and of his commission to the apostles:

'Aad he said unto them, Go ye into all the world' and preach the gospel to every
creahrre. Ee that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be danned" (Mark 16:16, 16). Therefore, it is said, "And he took them
the sane hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and
all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat
before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house" (Acts 16:88' 34).
ft is not said the Jailer believed in God until after he had perfected his acceptance
of the messag:e by being baptized in obedience to tbe commands of Jesus.

This case of conversion vividly demonstrates the undeniable tnrth that faith'
in order to save, must obey God's law. Not that man can earn his salvation, but
that man must do something in order to receive the free and unmerited favor of
GoaL We should ever keep in mind that the words faith and belief are compre-
hensive terms and that they include obedience to God's law. In Acts 2:38 Peter
commanded the believing Jews to repent and be baptized in order to receive the
remission of sins. By faith they obeyed his words. Therefore, baptism for the
remission of sins is justification by faith.

TEST ON LDSSON NO. 13

Fill ln th,e Blanks:

1. Without it is impossible to please God.

2. Faith and ---.-..----.--- " are the same.

3. Abraham found favor in God's sight when his faith caused. him to.-.--------

God'g commandments.

4. It is impossible to show faith without --."".-.----.-.----.-"-,- of
obedience.

5. The Philippian jailer showed his faith in God by being-.---.-
in obedience to the command of Christ.

6. We find favor in God's sight by --------.- working through

?. Baptism for the remission of sins is --------..-."-..-- ...-"- by

Unile'rline the Correct Answers:
1. Faith without works is: A saving faitb a perfect faith, dead, active.

2. A saving faith is belief plus: The love of the praise of men, obedience to God's

commaudments, fear of what other people may think



3. Abraham's faith was pedeeted by: Eis works of obedience, his trust in hie
own wisdom, his love of his homeland.

4. The faith that saves is the faith that: Fears, distrusts, obeys.

6. A nan is justified by: Faith only, works only, belief in Christ, and obedienee
to his comrrands.

Complete the Scriptures:

1. t'To open their eyes, and to turn them from --.----.---.- to

light, and from the power of to --.--.-...".-."."..-.-.------.--.------.,

t}at they may teceive "-...-.-.- of sins, and

inheritance among them which are sanctified by -.-..."----.
that is in me" (Acts 26:L8).

2, "Fot with the heart man .". unto righteous-

ness; and with the mouth -. is made unto
salvation" (Romans 10:10).

3. "So then faith cometh by -.-,-. --, and hearing by the

of God" (Bomans 10:17).

4. uThat your ------------ ...--."-" should not stand in the

of men, but in the ..-.------.-."" of God" (1 Cor. 2:6).

5. .'For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anyt'hing, aor uncirrcum-

eision; but - --.-. ,- -- -.--.--.-. which worketh by -----------"""""

(Galatians 6:6).

6. "For this is the love of God, that we keep his -----"----:

antl his commandments are not (1 Jobn 5:3).

Student may write here any comment or question Uge additiongl sheet if neded.

Notice to Student:
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Bible Corespondence Course

Leson No. 14

BY GBACE ABE YOU SAVDD

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: lt is
the gift of God: Not of works, lest any uan should boast, (Ephesians 2:g, 9). sal-
vatiou is the central theme of the Btble. Ftom before the foundation of the world
God foruulated the plan to send his goa as a perfect sactffice for the redemption
of man. The omniscience of God permitted hiq to foreknow that man would sin
and be in need of a saviour. In the N. T. salvation is ascrib€d to several things.
Every item that the N. T. mentions as uecessary in man's salvation blends with every
other essential thing. In ttre verse we will consider in this lesson, salvation ig
ascribed to two things-graee and faith. our primary consideption will be to
learn the nature of grace and what part grace plays in our redempdon.

Grace has been defined as 'trnmerited favor" and, while this is a good definition
of tbe word, it fails to give us real depth of uuderstandiag. pebaps we ean best
understaDd the nahrre and character of grace if we study the urauifestations of
grace.

Creation is clearly an acI of grace. At the time God brought order out of c1aos,
man had not yet been created. rle, therefore, could have nothing whatsoever to
do with the present arrangement of things. God created the world fol E n g
bappiness and, inasmueh as man did not merit this act of God, creation is the re$rlt
of unmerited favon

Another example of God's unmerited favor to man is the priceless sift of his
Son. The apostle Paul wrote concerning Christ, ..'Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation,
and took upon him the forn of a serrart, and was made in the ukeness of men:
and beiug found ln the fashion as a man, he hunbled himseE, and became obedieat
unto death, even the death of the cmss" (Philippiaas 2:6-8). 'IVe stand anazed in
the prese.nce of such unexcelled love for us. tFor God so lovd the world, tlat
he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believetb in ht- sbould not perish"
bu! have everlasting life', (John 8:16). With the apostle paul, we hunbly say,
'Thanks be uato ffi for his unspeakable gift" (2 corinthiaus 9:16). lhe gift of
God's son, which was absolutely necessary for man's eternal salvation, *as the
result of God's unmerited favon It was, therefore, of grace.

rn connection with fte gift of God's son, we should also list the sacrifice that
the son made for us. God is just and, because of this, he could aot forgive daftl
and'guilty man. In order to forgive man and still maintain his attribute of justice,
God ananged for t'he Son to come and make a sacrifice of his life's bloo& this
perfect sinlsss sacrifice is the cause urged by Jesus in the heavenly cour"t to tea-
der c'od favorable toward u* 'Without the blood of Gtrist there cold bo ao sst-



vation. ttUnto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood"
(Revelation 1:5). "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fel-
lowship one with another, and the blood of Jezus Christ his Son cleanseth us from
all sin" (1 John 1:7). Who would dare to claim that he deserved or merited the
sacrifice of the sinless Son of God? The blood of Christ is therefore another
example of God's grace.

Another proof of the grace of God is seen in that he gave us an inspired and
infallible euide-the Bible. The word of God is essential to our salvation. Paul
wrote, ttFor I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek"
(Romans 1:16). And again, "For after that in the wisdom of God the world by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe" (1 Corinthians 1:21). The message to be preached, of course, is the
word of God. John wrote, "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence
of his disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are written, that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name" (John 20:30, 31). These verses combine to
show us the essentiality of the Bible in the plan of salvation. 'We must have the
word to direct, counsel and guide us. But man did not and can not do anything to
merit zuch a priceless gift. Therefore, the word is a demonstration of God's un-
merited favor. It is a product of grace.

Other items could be listed as a part of the grace of God, but these are suf-
ficient to give the student a clear idea of what is meant when the scriptures say
that we are saved by grace. 'We can immediately see that grace is undeniably es-
sential to our ultimate and eternal salvation. Mants salvation is all grace on
God's part and all faith on mants part. The grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men. God has done all that is necessary to fulfill his portion in
man's salvation. He has gone as far as he can and still be just. It now remains
for man to accept God's grace and favor. Tlris is done through faith. Faith is
accepting God, Christ, and the Eoly Spirit, and tnrsting confidently in them as
we obey without question evetT command given in God's word. Saving faith is
obedient.faith. The Bible tells us how faith accepts God's grace. "The Lord ls
not slack eonceraing his promise, as some men count slacloress; but is long-suffer-
ing to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to !e-
pentance" (2 Peter 3:9). As the climax of our initial retura to God, we are also
told, "Know ye nol that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Fathe4 even
so we also should walk in newness of life' (Romans 6:8, 4).

Paul tells us that by baptism we are buried into the death of Christ and, since
it was in his death that Christ shed his blood, then it is in baptism that we come
in contact with the blood of Jesus. The blood of Christ is the means that God has
used in the divine economy to cleanse man of his sins and to make him wholly ac-
ceptable. This is not to say that man's action is in the nahre of meriting or eanrt-
ing salvation for this idea would contradict the teaching of the scriptures. But
it is simply that man is required to demonstrate his tnrst and his unwavering be-
lief in God by overt acts of obedience. A classic example of this tnrth is found
ln 2 Kings, chapter 5, where we read of a certain officer in the Syrian army \rhose
name v/as Naaman. He had contracted the dread disease of lepmsy. In his house
was an Israelite servant girl who suggested to Naaman's wife that there was a
prophet in Israel who could cure him. Eventually Naaman went to the land of
Israel and sought out the house of Elisha, the prophet. \ilhen the ehariots of
Naaman drew before his humble abode, the prophet immediately knew tlre purpose
of the visit and sent a messenger to Naaman, saying, "Go and wash in Jordan
seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean." This
made Naaman angry and he went away saying, t'Behold, I thought, e rrill surely



come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike
his hand over the place and lecover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel ? May I not wash in them, and

be clean?" Naaman, like so many today, depended more on what he thought
than on what God had commanded. This Syrian captain was brought to himself,
however, when one of his servants asked, ttlf the prophet had bid thee do some
great thing, wouldst thou not have done it?" Naaman realized how foolish he

had been, and went to the Jordan River and dipped himself seven times as he had
been commanded to do. 'When he came up out of the river, he was cured. What
cleansed Naaman? Certainly not the water of the Jordan River, for if it had pos-

sessed any power to cleanse leprosy, surely all the lepers in the country would
have been clean. Obviously Naaman was cleansed by the power of God, but the
power v/as not applied until Naaman believed the messenger of God and demon-
strated his trust by doing as he was commanded.

And so it is with us: vre are saved by the grace of God, but in order for God's
power to be applied we must do certain things. 'We are not saved by the things
we do, but the things we do bring us within the scope of God's grace and mercy.
It is as if some benevolent person should offer a valuable lewatd to us, conditioned
upon our doing certain acts. When we meet the tenns of the offer we receive the
gift, and it is none the less a gift. God offers to give man salvation. There is
aothing we can do to eara or merit that salvation, but there is something we must
do in or{er for God's grace to be applied, brinsing us the blessing of salvation. 'We

are saved by God's grace, and by our faith; but it is not of works, lest man should
boast. 

..Amazing grace! Eow sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
f once was lost, but now I'm found'
Was blind, but now f see."

TEST ON LESSON NO. 14

FiU in the Blanks:

1. -...-----------.. is the central theme of the Bible.

2. Four manifestations of g:ace are --------.-..". ---..---"------...' the gift of

the

of --.-------------. -, and the

3. One definition of grace is ...-----------.--.

4. Man's salvation is all -.-". .."-- ."""- on God's part and all

..-..---- on mants Part.

5. Naaman was healed of ---...--...---..-- ------ by the power of God when he

showed his belief and tmst in God by .--.------.----- --------------,----.----. his
command though the command seemed foolish 16 him.

Unilenline the Correct Answers;

1. The means that God has used to cleanse man of his sins is: Animal Sacrifice,
The Blood of Christ' Charitable Offerings.

2. 'We come in contact with the blood of Christ in: Baptism, Our Own Death, A
Moral Life.

3. Naaman was cleansed by: The Water of the Jordan River, Elisba's Strikiug Eis
o Eand Over the Leprosy, The Power of God.



4. The power of God can only be applied to us, bringing us the blessing of salvation,
when we: Meet the Terms of God's Offer, Follow Our Own Desires, Earn It

6. Man accepts God's grace and favor thnough: Worldly \[isdom, Following Tradi-
tion, Obedient Faith.

Conplete the Ssiptures:

1. "For the law was g'iven by ."-.-...--"..---. ....."..."., but --.---.-.------

and truth came by (John 1:17),

2, t'And now, brethren, I comroend you to God, and to the "..."".."- ..--.. of

his -"...""........- .-.-..---...--.-., which is able to build you up, and to give

you an among all them which are sanctified"
(Acts 20:32).

8. "Therefore betns justified by .-------.....-"-. ....r If,e have peace with God

through our Lord Jems Christ: by'whom also we have access by -.-.--...-.--..--...---.-.--

into this ------ wherein we stsn4
and rejoice ia hope of the glory of God" (Romo's 6:11 2).

4. t'In whom we have ---------..-- -------""---.-.---., aecoding to the riches of his

..', (Ephesians 1:7).

5. .'For the --.-----------." of God that bringeth
hath appeared to all men" (Titus 2:11).

Student mey write here any eommsnt or guestlon" Use additionsl sheet lf nded.
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Bible Conespondence Course

Lesson No. 15

RELTGTOUS AUTEORITY

In any relig:ious consideration the most important subject is tnrth. People in-
herently appreciate and desire tnrth. Most people conscientiously and sincerely seek
to know the truth. Its importance is emphasized by New Testament writers. Jesus
said, "And ye shall know the tnrth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:82).
Americans, pmbably more than any other people in the world, understand and ap-
preciate the importance of fineedom. Liberty is the watchword of America. It has
ever been tnre that the best men in our country are willing to give of themselves
and if needed make the Bupreme sacrifice in order to presenre our liberties. Jesus
however, is talHng about freedom in a higher and nobler sense-freedom from sin
and liberty from satanic servitude. Christ tells us that this supreme freedom can
be realized through the truth.

Peter said, "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through tbe
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure
heart fenentlt'' (1 Peter 1:22), God is pure and cannot receive to himself that
which is less than pure. If we would see the face of God in peace we must have our
hearts purified. Peter tells us that this purification comes through the truth. Jesus
said, "Sanctify them throug'h thy truth." Sanctification is being set apart to the
senrice of God by reason of holiness. Only the saints will receive an inheritance in
the mansions Christ prepares for the faithful. Sanctification is accomplished through
the tnrtlu

The supreme question of this and every age is the guestion of salvation. Nothing
is more important. This subject is worthy of our constant attention. James says,
"'Wherefote lay apart all filthiness and superfluity and naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls" (James 1:21). God,s
word is truth, therefore we are saved by the tnrth. Jesus said, "I am the way, and
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). Man
is separated from God when he sins. Eis chief problem is being reconciled to.God
or coming to the Father. The Lord tells us that this is done through the truth.
Scripture could be multiplied to establish the point "truth is all important.', It fsees,
purifies, sanctifies, saves, and brings us to God. We must have truth. "Ife is a man
whom the tnrth ma.kes free. All else are slaves besides."

The only absolute, concrete, certain, infallible truth krown to man is the truth of
God's word- Jesus said, "Thy word is truth" (John 17:17). 'We must respect God's
word as the sole authority in religious matters and obey it in minute detail. There
is notbing supedluous orunnecessary in the word of truth. There are no non-essentials
in tlte New Testament. Indifference to the commands of God,s word resulting ia
the eteraal loss of one soul is too great a price to pay for negligence or false loydty.
Our attitude must be the attitude of the ancient prophet of the Old Testanent wbo



eai4 "Speak Lord, thy serrant heareth.' The importance of obeying the word was
stressed by Jesus when he said, "Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, I will lften hin unto a wise man, rrhich built bis house upon a rock:
and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
housel aad it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock Aad every one that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which
built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: aad great was the fall of
itr' (Matthew 7 :?A-27).

James wanos us, "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like
unto a man beholding his natural face ln a glass; for be beholdeth hiuseU, snd
goeth his way, and straightway forgettetb what manner of man he was. But whoso
looketh into the perfect law of libertn and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the worb this man shall be blessed in his deed" (James Lz22-26).
One of the most impressive verses of scripture in the New Testa,ment reads, "Casting
dowa imaginations, and eveqy high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2
Corinthians 10:5). To recognize the supreme importance of God's word and to obey
Christ is to behave in a way consistent with both the spirit and the letter of the law.
To know the teaching of the New Testament but to fail to obey it is to dishonor
Christ and insult God. Let us exalt the lnfallible record of the New Testament in
our thinking and in our lives, casting down wery excuse and every false reason that
might seem to justify us in disobedience and stemly bring ourselves to do as Christ
the Lord has commande4 knowing that "The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaveu with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know
not fu, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
his power" (2 Thessalonians 1:?-9).

Because obeying the word of God is of such obvious importance, it is absolutely
necessaty for us to have a proper attitude toward that divine revelation, never perrnit-
ting ourselves to fall into the delusion of thinking that God's word is not perfectly clear
or that it teaches more than one thing on any given subject. If we approach a study
of this all-important document with the idea that we cannot understand what we read
we ane doomed to confirsion and distress. We must recognize that the nature of ffi
insists that he would not give man a revelation, command man to read and study it,
eondemn man for failing to obey it, and then ma,ke the revelation so complex or vague
that man could not understand it. The very fact that God has given us a Bible, com-
manded us to read it and follow it is proof that we can understand it. The Bible ls
not a book of mysteries but is a plain revelation from him before whose eyes all
things are laid bare.

Tnrth in order to be truth must be consistent with itself. This is ed6m4f,is.
Two plus two are four; therefore, two plus two can never be seven. If we believe
the New Testament to be true theu we must believe that it agrees with itself. fn
the very nature of things truth cannot teach two conflicting ideas. When this
fundamental and undeniable principle is recognized and accepted by all we will tben
all be the same thing religiously. We may misunderstand the New Testament and
differ with each other endlessly, but when we understand the New Testament there
will be no differences among: us. Tnrth is not the private prcperf of any m:erl or
group of men. None of us can claim to have a monopoly on tnrth. Tnrth is free
and belongs to us wherever it is found. We ought, therefore, to keep our minds
open and to be receptive to the truth. Prejudice is a base demon that has often made
spiritual spoil out of otherwise savable human souls. Let us guard ourselves against
prejudice in any form and set ourselves to the proposition of finding truth and
benefiting by it.



Tnr0t in the fonn of the New Testa,rnent is tte supreme authority in religious
matters. Let us never deceive ourselves into believing that our feeliags or that mortal
thinking is an acceptable substitute for revelation. If how one feels is authority in
religion, then we have as many authorities as we have people, since all people bave
feelings. If human thought is an acceptable authority in religion then we have as
many authorities aE we have people. Let us detetuine to have unadulterated tntlL
Iret us ineist on a. "thus saith the Lord." Let us denand a Bible reference for every
belief and practice. f,et us go back to tbe Bible to speak where the Bible speals and
be sileut where the Bible ie silent Let us call Bible thinss by Bible na,mes and do
alt things in the Bible way. 'If any mau speak, let him speak as the oracles of God;
if any rlan ninisfu;, lst hin do it as of the ability whtch God giveth: that God in
ail thines may be gloriffed through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen" (1 Peter 4:11).

May a congenial spirit prevail and may we have a perfect organic uuity, not on
the basis of coupronrise or sacrifice of conviction but upou the basis of the Bible only.
Lct us strike ba,Dds across tbe Bible and stand secure on that firm, unchanging rock,
krowing that M is still in his heaven above and that all will turn out aright for
those who love him and walk according to the truth of his matchless word.

TEST ON LESSON NO. 15
Fill in the Blanks:

1. We are to know the -,-..,....---... and the
shall male us free.

2. Our souls are purified by the

8. The is able to save our souls.

4. Man returas to the God from whom he has wandered through the -..--.---..-..--

5. The only absolute truth man will ever know is the

We must be ----.-----..------ ---..----.- of the word and not
only, deceiving ourselves.

Tmth, in order to be tnrth, must be "-"-"- rrith itself.

Tnrth can not teach -..--.....----------- ideas.

'We should never deceive ourselves into thintiug that our

or that is an acceptable sub-

stitute for revelation.

in the forrn of tbe New Testament is the ".....-..."

in religious matters.

Unde'rline the Correct Answers;

1. In the New Testament there are: No Nou-essentials; Many Non-Essentials;
Some Unnecessary Commands.

2. To hear the words of Christ and do tbem is to be like a: Wise Man; Foolish Man;
Dead Man"

3. The Bible is: A Book of Mysteries; Perfectly Clear; Impossible to Understand.

4. When we misunderstand the New Testament we: AgEee, Fuss, Differ.

7.

8.

9.

10.



6. $rfp Folle difier in bow tbey feel on a given subject, theu our fedings are;
A Safe Guide; Not a Safe Gdde; UnimportanL

6. Sire pple differ in what they think on a glven subJect, tben our tbiaking is:
A Ssfe Glide; Not a Safe Guide; UninportanL

7. Ia reUgious matters we ought to follow: Our Feelings; Our Thinking; the
Bible Ouly.

8. When we all follow the Bible and the Bible only, we will have: Unrest; Dis-
hanaoay; Perfect Organic Unity.

9. At tbe end of time Christ will come in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them
that: Obey Not the Gospel; Obey the Gospel; Are in the Church.

10. U any man speaks he should speak bs: fire Writings of God; Instnrcted by
Syrlods, Conferences and Councils; The People Desire.

Complete the ScriDtures:

1. "Belovd, --"..-not every spirit, but try the spirits whether

they are of -----.".-..".-.-. .---..--..-: because many --------"--

prophets are gone out into the ---..-.-.-..--". -" (1 John 4:1).

2. "Fot th€ ---.---.---.-,.. was given by ----------------" -"-------"------, but

grace ard -----.-. came by Jesus Christ" (John 1:17).

3. "AJrd because I tell you the ------------""-" ---------r Y€

me not" (John 8:45).

4. 'But unto them that are ----------, and do not

-.-"""-.. the truth, but obey -.-.--------- --.-.-----"-.----..,

indigpation and wrath" (Romans 2:8).
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Bible Conespondence Course

Leeson No. 16

TEE GBEAT BESTORATION

The church was established on the flrst Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ
from the borrowed tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. For a time the church enjoyed
phenomenal growth. Christianity spread to all corners of the world and permeated
the thinking of the people in the first century. Irowever, the apostles and other
inspired writers of the New Testameat warned the disciples of their day that the
church would apostatize and, in falling away from the tnrth. would become so cornrpt
that it could no longer be recognized as the church that Jesus built. The counsel
of God is immutable and these things did come tb pass. Profane history tells us
of the development of an ecclesiastical hierarchy that eventually sapped every
semblance of spirituality from the church. In fact, the apostate church became so
corrupt that it actually sold the right to sin in order to raise money for the purpose of
rebuilding St. Peter's cathedral.

This gross disregard for the teaching of the New Testament and the utter sinful-
ness on the part of religious leaders prompted Martin Luther and his contemporaries
to protest the. sinfirl action of the church. ft was the intention of Luther and his fol-
lowers to refonn the apostpte church, making it what it once had been-the tnre
church of Christ. lbe Reformation is a failure. The apostate church is still in the
world and is as cornrpt as it ever was. Nothing has been reformed. With all of
their courage, zeal, earnestness, and noble intentions the reformers were able to
accomplish nothing more than bringins into existence the denominational sectarian
condition that now plagues the world.

At the turn of the last centur5r a gtoup of God-fearing men surreyed the
religious historry of the world and were appalled to discover the information that has
been so briefly sketched for you here. Itese men were all afffliated with denomina-
tional institutions of various kinds and had pledged themselves to the zupport of
their various sectarian organizations, but they decided to throw off human shackles
and to come out of the maze of denominationalism in an attempt to restore primitive,
apostolic, New Testament christianity to the world. with high courage they set
themselves to the tremendous task of accomplishing this objective, knowing that if they
were guccesdul in bringing once again into the world pristine Christianity they could
offer to every sincere, religious-minded person an opportunity to unite with every
other sincere, religious-minded person upon common gmund. They resolved to reject
and repudiate their human creeds, manuals, eatechisms, and disciplinesl to free
themselves from the dictates of synods, conferences, and councils; and to go back
to t'he Bible and the Bible . only. They determined to study their Bibles with the
utrnost care and do exactly as the Bible directed in exactly the way the Bible com-
naaded. In this way they reasoned that they would be able to restore to thG world
the c.butcb tbat Jesus built.



The basis for the idea of a restoration is found in the scripture. In hls famous
and well-loved parable of the sower, Jesus said, "Now the parable is this: The seed
is the word of God" (Luke 8:11). In the parable of the sower itself our Master spoke
of how his kingdom, the church, would gtow in good and honest hearts. In this
inspired interprrtation of his parable Jesus declares that the seed of the lJngdom is
the word of God. It is an irrevocable law of nahrre and of nature's God thrat a seed
will produce after its own kind" The word of God is the seed of God's kingdom.
When the unadulterated word is planted in good and honest hearts the kingdom of
heaven, or the ehurch of Christ, will re$rlt-nothing more and nothing less.

A simple illustration of this profound tnrth is seen by all of us every day in the
works of nature. If a man should have a peach seed that grew on a peach tree in
the year A.D. 83; if he should plant that seed in the ground today, and if under
favorable circumstances the seed should germinate and produce anything at all, it
would produce a peach tree. It would not be necessary f61 hin to have a succession
of peach trees through every generation. It would only be necessary for him to
have the original peach seed. This same thing is tnre of the church. When we
plant the same seed the apostles planted, the same institution that the apostles had
will be produced. It is not necessarT for us to clarn, or to ptove, a succession frorn
the original church of Christ. The only really necessary thing is to be sure that we
have the original seed. This is the plea of the Bestoration. Let us heed the admonition
and advice of the peerless apostle Peter who wrote, "If any man speak, let him
spea"k as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which
God giveth; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ: to whom
be praise and dominion for ever and ever Amen" (1 Peter 4:11).

Let us speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent. Let
us call Bible things by Bible names and do all tbings the Bible vay. It is not diffisult
to see that no man would be anxious to give up a human name' a human creed book, and
a human organization to accept another human name, human creed book, and human
otganization. But it is difficult in the extreme to see how any man could resist a
plea to give up things of human origin to wear a divinely appointed name, to be
directed by an infallible end divinely inspired book, and to be a part of the ehurrh
for which our Master died-to stand, as it were, on heaven's tableland. The fires
of modernism, infidelity and atheism in alb their varying shades burn brightly upon
the divided condition of Christendom. Every person who is not self-deceived and is
truly a disciple of Jesus rather than a worshiper of his own desires will want to be
united with everT other sincere disciple of Jesus. In fact the New Testament commands
us in uneguivocal language to be perfectly united"

Paul wrote, "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Ctrist,
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that
ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and ia the same judgment' (1 Colin-
thians 1:10). Jezus prayed, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word; that they all may be onel as thou, X'ather, art
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me" (John 17:20, 21). Paul commanded, "I therefore, the prisoner
of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk wortly of the vocation wherewith ye
are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one
another in love; endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. firere
ls one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through
all, and in you all" (Ephesians 4:1-6).

Scripture could be multiplied to show that it is incontrovertibly true that one of
the most emphatic doctrines of the New Testament is that the disciples of Jesus should
enjoy a perfect, complete, and organic unity. The only way this can possibly be
achieved is for us all to stand with our feet finnly planted upon the unchanging. and
unsha.kable word of God's eternal truth. If we will be wiUing to divest ourselves of
every practice that has no higher basis for its authority than the fallible minds of



1aortals; if we will be willing to glve up ou! human names and our numan orgamza-
tions to accept the divinely appointed name aDd to follow the divinely appointed way'
then we will all be one. Let us be Christians and Christians oaly-only this and nothing
more. Let us follow the Bible and the Bible only, and let us be members of the church
for which our Master died and that only. "salute one another with a holy kiss. The
churches of Christ salute you" (Romans l6:16).

TEST ON LESSON NO. 16

FiU in the Blanks:

1. The church was established on the

after the resurrection of .-.-.----------.-

2. It was the intention of Martin and his followers

to ---.------------ ----- the church.

3. In the parable of the sower Christ said that the seed is the --.------.".-.-.

of --"--__--__.--"._-

4. When the seed of God's kingdom is planted in good and honest hearts the

5. When we plant the same seed the .--....-- planted, the

same ----..-..-." that the apostles had will be produced.

6. The plea of the Restoration is: Let us speak where the --.---..-..----.

speaks and be -"-.- where the Bible is silent. Let us

call Bible things by Bible ---."".".-". and do
things in the Bible woy.

?. The New Testa,ment commandE us to be perfectly

8. Jesus prayed that all who should believe on him might be

9. There is -.."---------"-.""..-------- body, -..-. Spirit, - Lord,

faith, ------------ baptism, altd ---.-----.--..-.-"-".-.. God and Father of all.

Underline the Correct Answers:

1. In the first century Christianity: Was Unknown, Spread to All Corners of the

World, Died a Slow Death.

2. At the turn of the last ceuhrry a group of God-feafing men, who were affiliated
with various denominational institrrtions, decided to attempt to: Restore New

Testament Christianity, Bevive the lieforuation, Apostatize.

3. In accomplishing this restoration it is necessarT to study the Bible very care-

fully and do exactly as: One Plea.ses, Direckd By the Clergy, The Bible Com-

mands.

The New Testament teaches emphatically that the disciples of Jesus should enjoy

a perfect, complete, and organic: Division, Unity, Apostasy.

The only way that perfect uuity can be achieved is by using as a guide: Euman

Creeds, The Bible, The Dictates of lluman Councils.



Gomplete the Scriptures:

1. "Tfhosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the .--.---..".-: of Christ,

hath not ...-.. Ee that abideth in the doctrine of --.-..-..-------

he hath both the

and the (2 John 9).

2. "So then ..,.-------.- cometh by --.-.. --......- -..."-"-""".-.-.,

and hearing by the ...-.--. of
(Romans 10:17).

3. 'And he that is damned if he eat, because he eateth

not of .: for whatsoever is not of faith is

"----" (Romans 14:23).

4. t'Thus saith the Lord. Stand ye in the "--------.- ..-....-..-......, and see, and

ask for the old -, where the --------------- - way,

and walk therein, and ye shall find --------- for your souls.

But they said, We will ...-.-........ walk therein" (Jeremiah 6:16).

6. "Blessed are they that do his ---.-----.---.- ------------------., tlat
they may have -------.--.-. to the tree of -----.-......--.----.-----.---....".t

and may enter in through the gates into the city" (Revelation 22:L4).

6. "For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this

book, lf any ----.--.---.--- ..-....-. shall unto these

things, God shall add unto him the that are written

in.this book: and'if any man shall
from the words of the book of this prophecn God shall take away his part out of
the book of life, and out of the hoty citn and from the things which are written
in this book" (Bevelation 22:L8, L9).

Student may write here any comment or questiolr. Use ailditional sh€Dt if needed.

Notice to Student:
Keep this lesson No. 16 for study while test No. 16 comes to us. We will grade

test No. 16 and return it to you. 'When you have completed lesson No. 16 send it to us
to be graded and returaed to you.

Student, do uot write
in this space

Your Name

Your Address .--------------.---

Church Preference

Date --.-....-..--

Grade



Bible Correspondence Course

ANSWER SHEET

AITSWEIB SEEIET

I/EIS8oN 1

Flll In the btanks.
1. book
s. Go
3. anlmal aklns or tr)qllylua4. Moses
6. Eebrew
A. thalttc, Aleranalrlau, Yattcan
7. Vulgate
& John Wyeltf
e. Iflng Jamea

lO commentary
Undergeore the corect enEwerrL
tI
& Eebrer
8. 18{I)
4. Dsra
6. 06 A. I!.
& Jerome
7. Gutenbergt

Conplete the ScrlBturear
1. they rvere mowed by the Eoly

Sptrtt
Z retr)roof aril correctlonl for ta-

slE'u.sHon whlch ls ln rlghteous-
nesa, that ths Dan of Goal mry bG
Derfect,

AlIISurTn' SEEEIT

LESSON 2

lfrlte sTest or ..Nott In the btanksr
1. YeE
2. Yes
&No
4. No
6. No
O. No
7. No
& Yes
g. Yes

1O. No

f,'Ul ln the Dlanhst
1. Jew
a all men
.1. Solomort, fsrael, JEalea
4. PeDtecoBt
!L Acts
8. I/uke
7. Revelatlon

Oomtr)lete the Scdpturecr
1. preach the gospel, belleveth, [sp-

tlsed
2. Delleved, baDtlzeil
& hearlrrg, belleved' baptlred.



ANSWEB SEEET

I/EsSON I

X.lll ta the br4nksr
1. Patrlanchal, Uoaalc
2. 1050
& Abraham
4 Arab
6. 2t61A
O. confuseal
7. New
& Palrlarchal
S. lfosalc

1(}. aleath, flrstbotr
11. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joselrh
lA Eefore the Floodt After the N'loodt

-Jewlsh Fatrlarehst EigFpttlon Bonal-
a5e

l& R.euben' 8lmeotr' Levl' Juilnh' fs-
inchor. Zebulun' JoaeBh, Benta-
mln, Daun Naphtau' GaaI' Asher

14. lIhe salls of Jerlcho fGU by the
power of GoaI ofter the DcoDle hail
alemonstrateal thelr {alth by obe-
illcncs

ANSWEIB' AEEIET

LE88()I[ 4

FllI ln the blanLFt
I. trfieralaDla
g Lamentatlora
g nona! EEplre
4. Earl
6. Tylse ![etr
G larael, cougregatlonn KhAt Itavlal

Underllne th'e colrc€t anssrerat
1. Israel.
2. Jo€I, Anos, ![lcah, Nahum, ItqfFh,

Jonahr Eogea
& 186 ycar.
4 IraDlel
6. ZeFubbabel
6. l,tberty
7. Dlalaehl
& .u6 B. A.

ANSWEn SgtEiT

r/Els8orr 6

Flll h the blanksr
1. fo[r
2. new
& crosa
4. lfiatthcE r|[arE, Luke, Jobn
6. commandl
G ah[rch
Z. thtral
& Ilerelotlon
e. lnw of llberty

1O Acts
Itnderscore the coneet answetat
1. New Covetrant
2. the li.are of lloaes
& the Law of Dlosea
4. the catabltahment of the church
!L Foroererr euruch
C thlrat

ComDlete the gcrlt)rturesr'
L allscltr)le, ye may belleve that Je-

sus ls the Ohrlst, the gon Ot Goilt
anal that bellevlng ye may havc
llfo ln hls rame.

Z belleveth, baptlzeil
& belleveil, balrtlued
4. trrofltable, teachltrg, reDroof, eor-

rectlon, rlghteouenessr pertect

AITSWEB, SEEEIT

LtssoN I
X'lll tn the blahkcr
1. !flatthew' Ifark, Luke, Joh!
2. cssentlal, falth
& GiaDrlel, Johr
4. Eethlehem
lL Jesua, Elg!.pt
O. thlrty years
7. three
8. attentlon, Deople, conltrneal
9. repent, God

1o. J[il4F fscarlot
UDiIelUne the conect aDswersr
1. Peter, ADdrew, Jane:, Johrr, mlt-

tp, Barth.olone$, 'Ihomai, Uat-
thew, Janes the son of AIBheus,
Thailileus, Bftnon the Cqnaanlte,
aludaB Iacarlot

g tnDrlar
& a demoDstratlon of lhelr love fol

hlm
.T about |D17.6O
6. Jewt.h Eanheilrln

Complete the ScrtBturest
1. Jesua, a[thorlty, earth, teaoh, bap-

tlcfhg, Son, Eoly Ghost (Slrtrlt)
2 Chrlst, rcmlsslon, Jeruralem
g. Jeau8, worlil, bookd
4 them, belleve, word, one, ue, be-

llevo

AIITSWEN, SEEET

I,ESSON 7

FlIl fn the blankst
1. law of tr[osea
2. law of Crhdat
& excluclve
4. rnlverBal
tL Agar, Sarah, Abrahan
O. Agntr coveDant, SarrEh
7. Agnr' olil
& newr olil
9. old covetra[t, lew covenart

10. rralleil
Answer (Yea, o!' &Nottt
1. Yes
2. Yes
& Yer
4. No
E Yes. It ls proatoble to stuily the

Olil Tcstamert
G Tes
7. Yea
&No
e. Yea

10. Icr

t



Gonptrete the gcrltrrtutest

1. LotiL GoiI, ptolthet' brethren' hlm
% aloual. volce, son' lln
g. salth' Lordr klngdom' heaven,

doeth, rvlll
4. Goal, plophetcl ohrlst' f,Elf,lleil

ANSIyEIL SFEIET

I,ESSON A

Fltfl h the blankE!
l. blooal, Ohrlst
9. chureh, worlal
.9. bulld' churcli
4. Eeaven, God'
6. Dowe!
O. Eoly Ghost (SBlrlt)
7. Pentecoit
8. chlrch, boily
O. blesstngp' Chdat

Unilerllne ttre aorreet aD8wersr
1. Elternal Eanlshment from Goil
2. Boman Emlrlre
& I(,lngialor! of EeaveD
4. The l(lngialorn of Eeav€n ls at

Uanal
6. vltal
€. the church

Comt)Iete the ScrlDt[rest
1. klngilom, gracer Godr leverenee
2. gatan, ktngalon
& Bracer redemDtlotr, forglvenees,

graoe
4. bat)tlred, Chrlat
lL klng:dom; authodty, powet
6. belleved, klnglilomr baDt|'€al

ANS.WER SEEE|I

r,ElssoN e

FIU tn the blankar
1. Feconal, Acrts
2. Eoly Ghost (Splrlt)
$. truth, a[thorlueil, eovenatrt
4 amazci|, maNelleal
B. alrunk
& challenger convlncer Ohrlst
V. Joel
& trfen, bretbren, do
e. re!rcnt' baptlueil' Jerua Chdst

tO. three
Ilnderllne the correet a.nswerst
1. Uosala Dlepensatlol
2. Ifnorv AsB[really
& learlhg more of the trew rellgton
4. con8rm tbs mossage
6. Irerfectly trDtteal
O. the MerFlaL of Olal Teatament

Elstory
% aleath
8. favor wlth aU of the people

comtr)Iete tho gcrt)turert
1. alaya' sDlrltr Drot heayr yorng DetD

dreams
Z aceord, temple' treaal' giladlear,

heart, Godr churchr adved
&. iloctrlne, fellowshll)r prayera

ANSTyEB SHEIET

r.EissoN 10

Flll ln the blanhst
1. Iane' blrth
2. 

'Jle, 
ileath, burlal, resurreetlon

& ![nny, belleveil, obeyeal, church
4. Saalducee8
6. Jesus Chrlst
lI Ananlas' gatr)Dhlra
A enragieil, stoDeal
& Cbrlstlans, preachlng
O Stephen' Phtllp

Ulalerllne ttre eorrect an$Fersr
1. bapttzeal
a Jerusalen to Gaa
& ran to hln
4. Jeeus
5. retotalngi

Complete th€ gcrlpturear
1. noble, sealet.ed, so
2. eneny' tmth
& Chdgflan' God, all' altogethe!

ANSWER SSEIET

IJEISSON 11

Ftll tn the blan|(at
1. Tarsns
4 enemy, Cbrlst
& Giamauel
4- gireat Jewlsh
!L Itomaacug
G trreraeautest
7. heard, unilerstanil' volee
& Ananlas

Ilnalerune the eoEect anBreet6t
1. Goal has chosen you to be hlc rvlt-

ness
g PauI
g. an atrrostlc
4. chanEie on€fs mhal
I wash away hls slns
& the woril of God
Z Chrtettans
& unlformly the same
o. slnc€re

Complete tbe SerlDtureir
1. baptltedr rrnl
2. councllp coDsolenee
& lmmedlately, slght' baplrteilr Saul,

allactDles, Danaae|us
4 Jewg' klllr Saul

AlltsurEn' sEmElTl

LESEON U!

X.|lf h the blanBat
1. Oaeaarea
9. authorlty' well-resDccted' werlth
g angicl, Goal
4 servant$ Boldler, Jolrtr)ar Peter
8l vesael, beasts, rvllil beaetsl creep-

lng thln8iar fowlq alr
Angwer (Y€s, o! alNot

1. No
A Yea



&No
4. No
:L YeB
O. Yes
7. No
&No
O. Yes

trO. No
Complete the Serllrturesr
1. fold' henr, one' ore
2. Peter, fe!1, tyorshlpDed, stanal,

moD
3. s'<rrd$, thou, saved
4. held, centlles, reDentance

ANSWER SSEE|I

r,EssoN ls
f,'lll ln the blankrt
1. fatth
2. bellef
fl. obey
4. acts
!t. balrtlzeil
G folth. Iove
7. Juntltrcatlon' falth

Unrlerflne the correct answerst
f. ilead
2. obedlence to Goalts eonmandmentg
3. hla workB of obealleace
4. obeys
5. bell€f ln Chrlst anal oDeallelrce to

hls eommonds
Comtr)lete the Scrlptnresr
1. darkness, Satan, Goil, forglvelessl

fatth
2. beuereth, eonfeaslon
S. hearlngi, woril
.l. falthr rvlsdom, Bower
5. fatth, love
(L eommandments, grlerous

ANSWEB SIIEET

r.,EssoN 14

Flll tn the blanksr
1. galvatlon
g. creatloD' Godts love, blooit, Chrlst'

Blble
& u.nmerlteal favor
4. Grnce' falth
6. leprosy, obeylng

UEalerllne the coFect anarrerat
1. lfhe blooal of Clrrlst
A baptlsm
.1 the lrower of God
4. meet the ternrs of Godt8 ofier
5. obeallent falth

comt)lete the gcrlpturest
1. tr[oses, graae, Jear8 Chrlst
g. word, gracer lnherltance
A. tatth, falth, grace
4. realemptlon, grace
5. gmce, aalyatlon

AIISurEn, SEEET

I/E|SSON 16

Flll tn the blanksr
1. tmtb truth
2. truth
& eng?afteal woral
4. trrth
6 word of Goal
o. .loers, hearera
7. conslstent
& two confllcjtlng
e. feellngs, morttrl thlnklng

10. llrnth, suDreme authorlty

Underilne the correct anawerBr
I. no non-essentlald

wlae mal
3. perfectly clear
4. illffer
6. not a eafe gulile
& not a safe gulile
n the Blble only ..

& perfect organlc untty
O. obey not fhe gospel

10. the wrlttn[s of Goil

Oomlllete the Scrltrrturesr
1. b€lleYe, God, falee, worlil
9. law' llloses, truth
& truth' belleve
4. eolterrtlous, obey, ulrlghteotrsnetrs

ANSWER SEEIBIII

r/EissoN 16

X'l|t ln the blatrkst
1. flEt Pentecoat, Jesus
2. Luther, .reform, apostate
& word, Goil
4. ehnrch, Chrlat (or l(lng46a,

heaven)
5. apostles, Instttrtlon
o. Etble, sllent, nameB, all
7. rnlteil
I one
9. on€, one, one, oner one, one

Und.erllne the eorrect answerst
1. Fpreaal to all corners of the world.
9. restore New Testament Chrtstlan-

rtv
& the Blble commands
4. nntty
6. the Blble

Comt)Iete the Sarlpturesr
1. doetrlne Goit, Chrlat' x'ather' Son
2. fatth, hearlng. worrl, Goil
& eateth, fatth' sln
4- ways, Bathe, 1iood, tcst, Dot
6. commanilmente, rlgiht' Ufe
(L man, aalal' tr)lagiue$ take away


